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THE ROAD TO WISDOM 


Maya and the Evolution of 
the Concept of God III 


pirituality begins with this “do not”. 

When the “do not” is not there, religion 
has not begun. Now, when these ideas 
of religion came, a glimpse of something 
higher, more ethical, dawned upon the 
intellect of mankind. The old gods were 
found to be incongruous—these boisterous, 
fighting, drinking, beef-eating gods of the 
ancients—whose delight was in the smell 
of burning flesh and libations of strong 
liquor. The notion had arisen of inquiring 
into motives, and the gods had to come 
in for their share of inquiry. They took a 
survey, as it were, of all the actions and 
qualities of the gods and discarded those 
which they could not harmonise, and 
kept those which they could understand. 
The god to be worshipped was no more a 
simple symbol of power. He was an ethical 
god; he loved mankind, and did good to 
mankind. But the idea of god still remained. 
They increased his ethical significance, and 
increased also his power. He became the 
most ethical being in the universe, as well 
as almost almighty. 


But all this patchwork would not 
do. As the explanation assumed greater 
proportions, the difficulty which it sought 
to solve did the same. If the qualities of the 
god increased in arithmetical progression, 
the difficulty and doubt increased in 
geometrical progression. The difficulty of 
Jehovah was very little beside the difficulty 
of the God of the universe, and this question 
remains to the present day. Why under the 
reign of an almighty and all-loving God of 
the universe should diabolical things be 
allowed to remain? Why so much more 
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Growing Legacies 


misery than happiness, and so much more 
wickedness than good? We may shut our 
eyes to all these things, but the fact still 
remains that this world is a hideous world. 
At best, it is the hell of Tantalus. Here we 
are with strong impulses and stronger 
cravings for sense-enjoyments, but cannot 
satisfy them. There rises a wave which 
impels us forward in spite of our own will, 
and as soon as we move one step, comes a 
blow. Ideals come into our head far beyond 
the limit of our sense-ideals, but when we 
seek to express them, we cannot do so. 
On the other hand, we are crushed by the 
surging mass around us. Yet if | give up all 
ideality and merely struggle through this 
world, my existence is that of a brute, and 
1 degenerate and degrade myself. Neither 
way is happiness. Unhappiness is the fate 
of those who are content to live in this 
world, born as they are. A thousand times 
greater misery is the fate of those who 
dare to stand forth for truth and for higher 
things... and who dare to ask for something 
higher than mere brute existence here. 
These are facts; but there is no explanation 
— there cannot be any explanation. But the 
Vedanta shows the way out. 


rom The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, 
(Kolkata: Advaita Ashrama, 2016), 2. 108-110. 
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PRABUDDHA BHARATA (or Awakenep INnp1A) 


A monthly journal of the Ramakrishna Order started by Swami Vivekananda in 1896 


A REQuest To Our DEAR READERS 


Dear Readers, 


We are sure you are enjoying reading the Prabuddha Bharata every month. Prabuddha 
Bharata reaches you with ennobling thoughts that will enrich your life intellectually and 
spiritually. We have been trying our best all these years to keep the prices minimum 
despite the steep rise in the cost of paper, printing and other essential ingredients of 
the production. However, in recent months, due to the war situation in Europe and 
other strained global conditions, the cost of paper has almost doubled. Hence, it has 
become extremely difficult for us to keep the prices as it is. As a last resort, we are forced 
to revise the subscription rates of the Prabuddha Bharata as follows from January 2023 
issue. We request all the readers and admirers of Prabuddha Bharata to cooperate with 
us and continue to support us as before. 


Details of New Subscription: 


Prabuddha Bharata Subscription Rates—January 2023 


India & India Sri Lanka & EU, UK, USA, Canada 
Nepal Reg. Post Bangladesh & Other Countries 


Annual (Normal Post) = 400 =750 =1350 70 $ 
Three Years (Normal Post) =1150 = 2200 = 4000 200$ 


Ten Years (Normal Post) = 5000 = 9000 =15000 900 $ 


To subscribe, renew or gift a subscription 
online, please go to the following link: 
https://shop.advaitaashrama.org/subscribe 


(Rates in foreign currencies depend on current exchange rates and are therefore subject to change without notice) 


You know 


how important 
Prabuddha Bharata is 


in spreading the spiritual nectar 
of the Ramakrishna movement, 
the invigorating ideas of Vedanta, 
and the insights of Indian values 
and culture. Prabuddha Bharata 
also brings you inspirational read- 
ing material on a wide variety of 
topics of global interest. 

You value this journal and the 
cause it represents, and would 
surely like to share it with others. 
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How you can contribute: 


Gift subscriptions to your friends 
and family, and encourage your 
thinking friends to subscribe. 
Sponsor a subscription for a worthy 
library or institution known to you, 
or let us choose one. 

Contribute to the Prabuddha 
Bharata Permanent Fund and 

help ensure the longevity of the 
journal. 

Advertise your company in the 
Prabuddha Bharata and encourage 


your colleagues to do so. 


PRABUDDHA 


or AWAKENED INDIA 


Send to: Advaita Ashrama 
5 Dehi Entally Road 


Kolkata 700 014 


Yes, | would like to 
O Gift 5yearsubscriptions to Libraries at ¥ 950 each 
O Advertise full page advertisement at %5,000 for full page 
O Donate z to the Prabuddha Bharata Permanent Fund 


Amount of = is enclosed herewith by draft /money order 


You can send your donations by cheque or draft favouring Prabuddha Bharata to 5 
Dehi Entally Road, Kolkata, 700014, India. For advertisement, please first send an 
email with copy of matter. 


PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK LETTERS Send my gift subscriptions to: 


CONTRIBUTE TO THE \ 
PRABUDDHA BHARATA 
CORPUS FUND! 


Contribute your mite to the Prabuddha 
Bharata Corpus Fund and _ actively 
participate in this venture to propagate 
Indian culture, values, philosophy, and 
spirituality. Could there be a better way 
to show your appreciation? 

You can send your contributions by 
cheque or drafts favouring ‘Prabuddha 
Bharata to5 DehiEntally Road, Kolkata 
700014, India or make your donations 
online at www.advaitaashrama.org. All 
donations are exempt from Income tax 


Name of the Donor: Amount 


under section 80G 444. Smt Rohini Ghatwal, Panda. = 5,000.00 
427. Sisir Kumar Chakrabarti, Kolkata,  % 5,000.00 
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Advaita Ashrama is a_ branch _ of 
Ramakrishna Math, Belur Math. It was founded 
by Swami Vivekananda in 1899 at Mayavati in 
the Himalayas. It is the premier publication 
house of the Ramakrishna Order. For more than 
a century Advaita Ashrama has been spreading 
the message of Advaita Vedanta all over the 
world through publication of books on Vedanta. 

Advaita Vedanta is the core ideology of Hindu 
Dharma. 

In 1920, the publication work of the 
Ashrama was shifted from Mayavati in the Himalayas to Kolkata, where it changed places four 
times before it settled down in 1960 in a small building at 5 Dehi Entally Road. In recent decades, 
the Ashrama has been facing difficulties in conducting its activities efficiently due to an acute 
shortage of space. Hence arose the dire need to construct a new building on our adjacent plot of 
land at 36 Ananda Palit Road. 

This new building is going to be a ground-plus-six-storied structure. It will have a vast area 
for the stocking of printed books and publication related activities. Every department will have 
its individual office space. There will be a spacious sales section, a 400-seat auditorium to hold 
regular classes for the benefit of all, a meditation hall for devotees and visitors, a monks’ quarter, 
a staff quarter, rooms for guests, and rooms to conduct educational and character development 
activities for the local youth. 

The estimated cost of this project is rupees 42 crores. With the help of donations coming 
from large-hearted devotees, we have been able to collect till now around rupees 17 crores. To 
complete the work, we need additional funds of approximately rupees 25 crores. 

We therefore appeal to all the devotees and admirers of Swami Vivekananda to come for- 
ward and help us complete this project by making donations to whatever extent possible. The 
foundation stone for this project was laid on 30 March 2022 and we expect the work to be com- 
pleted within three years. Every rupee or dollar donated by you will be furthering the cause of 
Hindu Dharma and Swami Vivekananda. 

Donations to Advaita Ashrama are eligible for Income Tax exemption u/s 80G (5) (vi) of IT Act, 
1961. Indian citizens can donate online through our website: https://advaitaashrama.org/donate. 

Our bank details for donations by Indian citizens only (strictly) towards New Building 
Construction : Bandhan Bank, CIT Road Branch P-8, CIT Road, Kolkata 700014 = 

A/c Name: Advaita Ashrama; A/c No: 50190020938949; IFSC: BDBL0001843 

Please send us an email to mail@advaitaashrama.org in case of online transfer / ae 
NEFT providing your full address, phone number and PAN. 

Foreign citizens may write to us at mail@advaitaashrama.org to know Wire Transfer details. 


Yours in OM, 


Advaita Ashrama Fis Ib demande 


(Publication House of Ramakrishna Math) Swami erdchidancnide 
5 Dehi Entally Road,Kolkata 700 014 (Adhyaksha) 
Ph: (+91) 7439664481 / 7603067067 
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offering high quality Engineering and Management 
Education for the past three decades. KCT was 
founded with the vision to create transformation 
in India through Technical Education. Spread over 
a campus area of 150 Acres, the college has over 
5,600 exemplary students. Excellent Academic & 
Research ambience, state of the art infrastructure 
& amenities, collaborations with 8 foreign univer- 
sities, experienced and committed faculties are 
the other unique features of this Institution. KCT 
STPI-IT PARK — is functioning under the STPI 
umbrella with 2,00,000 sq.ft. of space. A record 
placement history in reputed Multinational and Na- 
tional Companies is a live testimony to the quality 
of education that is imparted at KCT. 


E - Center of Excellence in Advanced 
Design was established to bring “SCIENCE TO 
ENGINEERING” culture using “HIGH 
PERFORMANCE COMPUTING” and address 
the technological needs for the country through 
quality education and training. 
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Nurturing Relationships 
Nurturing 


Swami Nikhileswarananda Relationships 


Cg ond Sha 


This booklet by Swami Nikhileswarananda gives a concrete, step- 
by-step approach to develop genuine, meaningful, and lasting 
relationships. The author, using his vast experience in guiding 


people, has provided several simple and practical examples from 
Pages 40 


our everyday life that would help us to achieve happiness and ee 


nurture inter-human relationships. 


Happiness and Peace in Everyday Life 
Swami Nikhileswarananda 
EVERYDAY LIFE 


This booklet by Swami Nikhileswarananda gives the means to 
achieve happiness and tranquility of mind even in various trying 
circumstances, such as quarrel in the family, death of near and 
dear ones, criticism, resentment, and calamity or crisis. The 
Swami has provided the means—through hints, suggestions, Pages 84 
stories, anecdotes, and questions and answers—to achieve Price X25 


lasting happiness and peace in everyday life. 


The Secret of Happiness 
The secret of 


Swami Brahmeshananda HAPPINESS 


& 
This book is a compilation of articles written by Swami 


Brahmeshananda on the goal of human life, the secret of 
happiness, the problem of suffering, and various spiritual 
techniques for lasting happiness. These inspiring and thought- = 
provoking articles by the author will help people from all walks =. Pages 240 


of life to unfold and achieve true happiness. Price 770 


For copies mail to Publicati partment, Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai cs 


FF, Buy books online at istore.chennaimath.org and eBooks at www.vedantaebooks.org 
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Sri Ramakrishna-Stotra-Dashakam 


by Swami Virajananda 


Fe-SATe-A-AVS-Tla Te 
WTa-8g-ElA-SA--ATHA | 
Aetatsta-aTrae el-afa-arfeatet 

of FATA 24-29 OTALATA UN 2 


ary Reha FSL-GUR-ERAA | 
CHS BI Bt ahd 

of FAT 84-2 12 
la-HA-WY-GUa-ARAA-ATTA | 
of AAT a-Sa THOT ATL 3 I 


He who is of the form of Brahman, existing as 
the Consciousness that reveals everything inclu- 
ded in the cosmic process as its beginning, the 
middle, and the end; He who is devoid of the six 
mutations to which all are subject and who is the 
Non-dual Reality which eternally exists as the 
Truth; He who is beyond the ken of mind and 
speech, but implied as the positive background 
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Arise! Awake! And stop not till the goal is reached! _ «~~ 


March 2023 
Vol. 128, No. 3 


of the ultimate negation ‘Neti Neti’—to Him, Sri 
Ramakrishna, the Lord Supreme and the source 
of all Divinities, my salutations! 


He who is the destroyer of fear from all evil 
forces and the effacer of the titanic being of 
scepticism that destroys all goodness in man; 
He who is the fulfiller of the aspirations of all 
the good and holy men and the remover of the 
world’s heavy burden of evil; He who is the 
manifestation of the Universal Spirit present 
in all, and the one who comes from age to age 
as the Divine Incarnate—to Him, Sri Rama- 
krishna, the Lord Supreme and the source of all 
Divinities, my salutations! 


The wielder of the string of karma that regu- 
lates the origin and the evolution of all beings; 
the goal that is attained by the neutralisa- 
tion of karma by jaana (knowledge), and of 
papa (demerit) by punya (merit); the witness 
residing in the intellect of all and making all 
actions possible—to Him, Sri Ramakrishna, the 
Lord Supreme and the source of all Divinities, 
my salutations! fa 
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Sri Ramakrishna helps us to build a spiritual 
mansion out of our lives through successive 
stages. It includes ethical culture, love of God, 
renunciation and dispassion, and seeing God 
everywhere—within and without. In the edi- 
torial, The Four Essential Teachings of Sri 
Ramakrishna, the four popular sayings of the 
Master, representing the four stages of spiritual 
evolution, have been described with their spiri- 
tual and psychological significance. 

Revered Swami Vishuddhanandaji Maharaj 
was the eighth President of the Ramakrishna 
Order known for his deep spiritual insight. In the 
article Sri Ramakrishna—The Teacher of the 
World, Revered Maharaj shows how Sri Rama- 
krishna signifies the type of religion where the per- 
ception of God takes predominance over ritualism. 
This is the English version of the Bengali talk that 
Revered Maharaj delivered at the temple of Sri 
Ramakrishna Ashrama, Malda on 4 April 1954. 

We are happy to start a new series The Early 
Meetings of the Ramakrishna Mission which 
is the English translation of the account of some 
of the early meetings of the Ramakrishna Mission 
compiled by Swami Chetanananda in his Bengali 
book Ramkrishna-Mishan Adhibeshaner Itibritta. 
Swami Chetanananda, a well-known writer of seve- 
ral books, is the minister-in-charge of the Vedanta 
Society of St. Louis, USA. The Bengali original has 
been translated by Swami Videhatmananda. 

In our series of special articles to commemo- 
rate the 125th anniversary of the Ramakrishna 
Mission, we are happy to present a detailed 
graphical description of the history and ser- 
vice activities of the Ramakrishna Mission 
Ashrama, Narendrapur. This is the official 
write-up kindly sent to us by the Secretary, 
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Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narendraput. 
This article was invited for the Special issue of 
the Prabuddha Bharata on Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion published in January 2023. 

An authentic biography reflects the develop- 
ment of both the external and inner life of its 
subject. It is our great fortune that we find scores 
of well-written biographies of Sri Ramakrishna. 
We get a comprehensive introduction to almost 
all of them in our new series Sri Ramakrishna in 
Global Perspective: A Few Takeaways from Sri 
Ramakrishna’s Biographies. Dr Ruchira Mitra, 
the author, is a researcher in Ramakrishna-Vive- 
kananda literature and an author, editor, and 
translator. She was the Head of the Department 
of English in Shadan Degree college and also 
served as a faculty member in Osmania and EFL 
universities—all in Hyderabad. 

The article How Does Sri Ramakrishna 
Tranform One’s Life? gives a personal account 
of a follower of the Vedanta Society on how the 
divine touch of the Great Master brings about 
qualitative metamorphosis in one’s life and can 
lead to a spiritual evolution culminating in illu- 
mination. The author Srinivasan Raghuraman is 
a research scientist working on cryptography and 
security. He has a keen interest in the Sanskrit 
language, Vedic literature, and Vedantic study. 

In the article Inquiry into Atman: The Foun- 
dation of Leadership, it is proposed that the 
investigation into the depths of one’s persona- 
lity culminating in the discovery of Atman, the 
spiritual core of every being, should be the basic 
idea behind leadership, which is a critical issue in 
modern management system. Ventat R Krishna, 
the author, is the Director of ‘Centre for Oneness 
and Transforming Leadership’ based in Chennai. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Four Essential Teachings of 


Sri Ramakrishna 


HAT IS THE ESSENCE OF Sri Rama- 
krishna’s teachings? This question is 
difficult to answer. The Master did not 
write any book; nor did he give any lectures. Nei- 
ther did he frame any definite rules and regula- 
tions to be followed. He expressed spiritual truths 
in simple language in his conversations with his 
faithful devotees. He articulated his divine expe- 
riences through various allegories, proverbs, anec- 
dotes, and parables so that even a common man 
can have glimpses of these moods. Through this 
unique method, Sri Ramakrishna’s spiritual ideas 
would become intelligible to the spiritual seek- 
ers and bring about momentous transformation 
in their personalities. How these spiritual truths 
that originate in the Master’s extraordinary mind 
were communicated to the devotees and satisfied 
their spiritual hunger—is too mysterious for an 
ordinary intellect to comprehend. 

We cannot put barriers of any particular 
philosophy or religion to the ambrosial teach- 
ings of Sri Ramakrishna. Also, in these teachings, 
there is no enforcement of one particular idea 
‘to be the only truth’ as we generally find in the 
orthodox interpretations of the scriptures. Sri 
Ramakrishna’s teachings, like his personality, are 
universal and catholic. They have a wide expanse 
of spiritual insights, and at the same time, are en- 


dowed with the depth of sublime truths. 


Three Essential Characteristics 


We find three main characteristics in the 
teachings of Sri Ramakrishna: 1. Trustworthi- 
ness; 2. Authenticity; and 3. Practicability. Sri 
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Ramakrishna’s teachings are based on his own 
mystical visions and also on the various experi- 
ences that he had while engaging in strenuous 
spiritual disciplines. Hence his teachings are 
trustworthy to the core. Apart from this, Sri 
Ramakrishna himself is the authentic illustra- 
tion of all the spiritual truths and experiences 
that he has expressed in his teachings. Therefore, 
they are genuine and dependable. Thirdly, Sri 
Ramakrishna demonstrated these truths in his 
life and has shown that it is possible for others 
also to put them into practice even if in a lesser 
degree. So, his teachings are of practical value. 


Spiritual Mansion 


Let us suppose that we are building a house. The 
first stage is to construct a foundation. Then we 
go on with walls, windows, doors, and the roof 
in that order. However, our most important duty 
is to construct a spiritual mansion, that is, to 
transform our life into spiritual life. It is more es- 
sential for us than constructing a house made up 
of bricks, cement, and wood. Sri Ramakrishna 
helps us in building such a spiritual mansion 
stage by stage. 

The first stage of the spiritual life is a com- 
mitment to moral principles. The second stage is 
renunciation and dispassion. The third one is love 
towards God, and the fourth is to experience God's 
presence everywhere. We have four great teachings 
of Sri Ramakrishna in conformity to these four 
stages of spiritual life. Through these four great 
statements, we come to know of the essence of 
the spiritual life, as taught by Sri Ramakrishna. 
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1. Mon mukh ek kora: Make your mind 
and words one 

Morality should be the basis of spiritual life. 
We don’t see the foundation of an already con- 
structed house. However, we all know how im- 
portant is a firm and solid foundation to a house. 
This is the same with our spiritual life. Only when 
moral sensibility is awakened in us, will spiritual 
awareness spring from our hearts. This is the rea- 
son why all spiritual personages teach simple and 
practical moral precepts to everyone who begins 
spiritual life. The spiritual life requires purity of 
body, mind, and intellect. The body needs to be 
strong and healthy; the mind should be purified 
and concentrated to understand the subtle spiri- 
tual ideas; and the intellect should be penetra- 
tive to analyse the spiritual ideas and make them 
one’s own. Morality is a must to achieve this. As 
Swami Vivekananda says, ethics itself will not 
bring fulfilment in one’s life; however, it prepares 
our personality for spiritual evolution, which 
is the next stage. We must live a noble life and 
make it meaningful and fruitful. Morality pro- 
vides the foundation for such a beautiful edifice 
called spiritual life. 

Morality is expressed in our external 
behaviour. The root or the essence of morality is 
truthfulness. A poet offers his homage to a great 
personality in this manner: “You have acted in 
accordance to your speech.’ This is the normal 
standard of a truthful person. Sri Ramakrishna’s 
moral sensibility and conduct were much higher 
than this ordinary yardstick of morality. The 
Master’s speech, in fact, was in harmony with 
his conduct. It means, he only spoke about those 
spiritual truths which he himself experienced 
first-hand. He first experienced the spiritual 
truths and then taught them to others. 

Let us analyse whether our actions are in 
agreement with our thoughts and speech. 
Generally, there will be a contradiction in our 
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thoughts, speech, and actions. This inconsis- 
tency is the breeding ground of mental stress, 
hatred, jealousy, and other psychic maladies we 
suffer from. These make our life frustrating and 
miserable. The only remedy to this existential 
problem is to achieve harmony in our thoughts, 
speech, and action, which in general is termed 
‘truthfulness. Truth means yatarthata, to be 
exact; unchanging. Most of us fail to maintain 
truthfulness even in our daily life. If it is so, Sri 
Ramakrishna questions, how will it be possible 
to reach God, which is the Universal Truth? 

Brihadaranyaka Upanishad says: ‘Atha nama- 
dheyam satyasya satyam iti; now Its name: “The 
Truth of truth” (2.3.6). One of the names of 
Brahman, the Reality is “The Truth of truth’ 
It means Brahman is the Reality or the essence 
of everything that we perceive as the empiri- 
cal world. The challenge before us is this: If we 
are unable to be truthful in this world, which 
is within the sphere of maya, how can we even 
think of attaining the Ultimate Truth, which is 
beyond this illusory existence? How can we even 
dream of qualifying ourselves in an attempt to 
reach such a Reality without truthfulness? 

It is for this reason, Sri Ramakrishna teaches 
the purity of mind as the first step in spiritual 
life. This is called ‘bhavasuddhi ox ‘sattvasuddhi 
in Sanskrit. The Master cautions spiritual aspi- 
rants that one should never be deceitful in one’s 
mind. What is the effective way of implement- 
ing this ideal in our daily life? The answer lies in 
Sri Ramakrishna’s first great saying, Mon mukh 
ek kora. The literal meaning of this Bengali utte- 
rance is: ‘Make your mind and speech one.’ It 
means, ‘to be truthful to oneself’; ‘to speak what 
is in our mind. The problem is that the mind is 
crammed with contradictory thoughts. Hence, it 
will not be practical for us to speak our minds. 
The best way to solve this enduring problem is 
to cleanse our minds of evil thoughts and follow 
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the moral precepts in letter and spirit. This will 
solve many of our psychic problems. 

According to Western psychology, the mind 
operates on two levels. One is consciousness and 
another is uzconsciousness. The conscious mind 
contains all kinds of thoughts, feelings, cogni- 
tions, and memories that we recognise and ac- 
knowledge. The unconscious mind is full of such 
mental processes that are not available to the 
conscious mind.’ The disharmony between the 
conscious and unconscious parts of the mind 
is the cause of all the conflicts that our mind 
is afflicted with. Sri Ramakrishna’s statement 
suggests that one should maintain harmony be- 
tween the conscious and the unconscious parts 
of the mind, which leaves no room for dichot- 
omy or fissures in our personality. This kind of 
harmonious mind alone can lead us to the inte- 
gration of personality, which is essential for last- 
ing tranquillity and contentment. 

The state of a perfect coherence of mind is the 
goal of every spiritual aspirant. This is extolled as 
one of the divine qualities in the Bhagavadgita and 
is called sattvasuddhi. Sti Shankaracharya beauti- 
fully explains this all important term as follows: 


MAYS: TA Sea: HUTT GAP: 
g 
Berrrlad AGEN: TA: 


Purity of the mind, mentally avoiding fraud, 


trickery, falsehood, etc. in dealings, i.e. honest 
behaviour.” 


Mundaka Upanishad highly praises the im- 

portance of truthfulness in spiritual life: 
aN N : N Wea a ji 3 7 

FATPACTIA AAG FA Ad AS 

PraTeRL UI 

Truth alone wins, and not untruth. By truth 

is laid the path called Devayana, by which 

the desireless seers ascend to where exists the 

supreme treasure attainable through truth.’ 
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There are two significant takeaways in the 
above Upanishadic statement. One is that the 
ultimate Reality is of the nature of Truth. Sec- 
ond, the way of reaching that Reality is also 
pervaded with the light of Truth. Swamiji says: 
“There is a sage in India, a great Yogi, one of the 
most wonderful men I have ever seen in my life. 
... He told me once the secret of work, “Let the 
end and the means be joined into one”:* It means 
if the Truth, the Reality is our goal, the path to- 
wards it should also be illumined by the Truth. 
In the practical sense, only if we are truthful in 
every sense in our dealings in the external world, 
can we hope of attaining the Supreme Truth. 
Hence, we should, by all means, be truthful. This 
is what Sri Ramakrishna is conveying through 
the statement ‘Mon mukh ek kora’. 


2. Kamini-Kancan Tyag: The 
renunciation of lust and greed 


Along with the purity of mind, what is essen- 
tial for a spiritual seeker is renunciation. In 
fact, both are complementary to each other. Sri 
Ramakrishna has given utmost importance to 
the aspect of renunciation in his teachings. He 
repeatedly emphasises the renunciation of lust 
and greed to be the true form of renunciation. 

How to understand the above teaching? If 
we analyse our mind, we come to realise that it 
is multifarious desires in our mind that instigate 
us to do work. The desires have a fundamental 
cause in the avidyd, ignorance of our real nature 
as Divine. Hence, Sri Shankaracharya gives 
a scheme of samsara, the transmigratory exis- 
tence: avidya, kima, karma, and janma: igno- 
rance, desires, actions, and repeated birth. The 
earlier one is the cause of the latter one, the most 
fundamental being avidya, ignorance. 

The desires are plenty in number. We can 
easily recognise a few underlying desires behind 
these multitudes of desires. However, with some 
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analysis, we can trace two fundamental desires 
to be the breeding grounds of all other desires. 
They are lust and greed. Sri Ramakrishna, being 
a good psychologist, has found out this psycho- 
logical truth. The hankering for money and the 
craving for sensuous pleasures—these funda- 
mental desires later branch off themselves into 
hundreds and thousands of desires that over- 
power our minds. 

Western psychology also is in agreement with 
the above to a certain extent. Sigmund Freud is 
considered one of the prominent figures of mod- 
ern psychology. He is of the view that sexual 
instincts are the driving forces of all human 
behaviour. He proposes that acceptance of this 
fact and fulfilling the desires is the only way to 
lead a happy life and not doing so, results in psy- 
chic neurosis. However, Indian psychology op- 
poses this view. It says that the psychic lacuna or 
incompleteness experienced by human beings is 
entirely due to ignorance of one’s spiritual nature. 
This is called avidya in almost all Indian philoso- 
phies. The sense of fulfilment in a person can be 
achieved only if one realises one’s personality to 
be spiritual. The Atman, the spiritual entity ofan 
individual, is beyond the senses and the mind. 

Another fundamental desire, Sri Ramakrishna 
points out, is greed. It is labelled as an ‘inappro- 
priate expectation’ in modern psychological lan- 
guage. The word ‘greed’ stands for a craving of a 
person to acquire money and prosperity beyond 
his or her requirement and eligibility. ‘Accord- 
ing to St. Thomas Aquinas, greed is the denial of 
things eternal for the sake of worldly things. In 
other words, it is an inordinate love of material 
things. Greed, also called avarice, replaces eternal 
satisfaction with temporal stimulation.” 

The motives behind human greediness are 
fundamentally three-fold: security, indepen- 
dence, and happiness. Ordinary people fall into 


the illusion that these values can be best acquired 
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only through money. Yoga and ksema become 
the primary occupations of a greedy individual. 
According to Sri Shankaracharya, Yoga, in this 
context, means acquiring what one does not have 
yet; ksema means putting all efforts to keep the 
acquired wealth safe and secure. These are the 
two main characteristics of a greedy person. This 
makes one move far away from the very goals 
(security, independence, and happiness) that one 
has set upon oneself to achieve. The person in 
search of security in life becomes utterly inse- 
cure due to the uncertainty in the possession of 
money and wealth. One who desires indepen- 
dence becomes a slave for money and worldly 
possessions. The individual who aspires for hap- 
piness suffers from mental stress, anxiety, and 
restlessness due to incessant hankering for money. 

Sri Ramakrishna points out these two major 
obstacles (lust and greed) in spiritual life, so that 
the spiritual aspirants may strive hard to avoid 
them at any cost. It was also the perpetual warn- 
ing of all the incarnations and prophets who 


have preceded him. 


3. ISware anurag, visaye virag: Love 
towards God; dispassion towards 
worldly objects 


Every human being is in search of true love. True 
love should bring bliss to us. It also should induce 
a sense of fulfilment and contentment. There 
should not be any sense of fear or anxiety in the 
love. However, worldly love is filled with all these 
blemishes. It generates negative emotions like 
sorrow, hatred, and fear. Hence, instead of ex- 
periencing happiness, we suffer from unbearable 
misery due to worldly love. Despite this, one fails 
to come out of its clutches due to human weak- 
ness and attachment. It creates a very complex 
situation in one’s life, making it a veritable hell. 
Sri Ramakrishna gives a lasting solution to 
this persistent problem of human existence. The 
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crux of the problem lies in the fact that we are 
deprived of true love. So, the task before us is 
to discover what true love is and to acquire it by 
all means. Love is entirely a positive sentiment. 
It finds its real identity and meaning only in 
the love of God. It is for this very reason that Sri 
Ramakrishna repeatedly exhorts his devotees to 
develop anurag, the love of God. It is improper 
for a spiritual person to develop a negative atti- 
tude towards the world where he lives. One 
should think of God to be the edifice and essence 
of the whole creation and try to feel His presence 
pervading the whole universe. It is only then that 
our life on this earth becomes satisfying and the 
world appears as a veritable mart of joy. 

Attraction is an invariable element in love. We 
naturally get attracted to the person whom we 
love. The more the intensity of the love, the more 
the attraction felt. At the same time, we develop 
more and more identification with the person 
whom we love. Sri Ramakrishna instructs us to 
direct this love towards God. Asa result, when we 
love God more and more, we feel more and more 
attraction towards God, and get more and more 
identified with the consciousness of God. Due to 
this, our initial attraction towards worldly things 
dies out. Sri Ramakrishna teaches this great truth 
through a simple aphorism: Isware anurag, visaye 
virag; pure devotion towards the Supreme God 
and dispassion towards worldly objects. His in- 
tention is crystal clear: The love which is directed 
towards the world is to be turned towards God. 
The nearer one goes towards God, the more one 
will be released of worldly attraction. 

Our motive has to be clear and pure, if we 
really want God. A poet says that one should 
combine yoga (spiritual path) and bhoga (worldly 
enjoyment). Sri Ramakrishna rejects this illusion 
of reconciliation of worldly desires with spiri- 
tual aspiration. Such an ideal is only a fancy in 
the poet’s mind. It is but a delusion. If we want 
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to follow the spiritual path, we have to strive 
hard to make God alone the centre of our entire 
life; then, naturally, the desires for worldly enjoy- 
ments drop off slowly. These two ideals (bhoga 
and yoga) cannot exist together. The idea that 
both are possible in one’s life leads to deceitful- 
ness. Hence, we need to determine first what 
should be the ideal of our life. Sri Ramakrishna’s 
simple but effective teaching makes us under- 
stand this existential reality of life. 


4. Sivajhdne jiva seva: serving a human 
with the idea of God 


There are two complementary concepts in 
Vedanta: 1. pratyagatma, the indwelling self; 2. 
paragatma or viradatmda: Universal Self. The 
divine consciousness illuminating one’s being 
is termed pratyagatmda. The same consciousness 
which has pervaded the entire existence is called 
viradatma. It is essential for a spiritual aspirant 
to feel the presence of the Supreme Self in both 
these aspects. Vedanta teaches that one should 
experience God within and without; within the 
body-mind conglomeration and also outside 
of it in the entire universe. The highest ideal, 
Vedanta is putting before us, is to realise God in 
its entirety—within as well as without. 

A spiritual aspirant strives hard to experience 
the presence of God. In this process, one encoun- 
ters two dangers: selfishness and egotism. When 
one thinks only about one’s own individual spiri- 
tual progress—however noble and profound the 
goal may be—there is always a peril of falling 
into the abyss of self-aggrandisement. Hence, a 
spiritual aspirant should give equal importance 
to the ‘God without as to the ‘God within’. We all 
try to experience the presence of God within our 
being through prayer, meditation, and repeti- 
tion of God’s name. At the same time, we should 
strive our best to experience the presence of God 
in all human beings. How can it be achieved? 
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Sri Ramakrishna answers this germane ques- 
tion through his simple, but effective method: 
Sivajhane jiva seva; serving a human being with 
the knowledge that he or she is God Himself. 

We always see another human being as a 
mortal and value him or her in the same yard- 
stick as we assess ourselves. Sri Ramakrishna calls 
for qualitative transformation in this instinctual 
human outlook towards others. First, we have 
to ennoble our outlook on ourselves. Then, we 
should learn to see others also on the same ped- 
estal. The first task before us is to be aware of the 
divinity within us. Then we should extend the 
same awareness of divinity to not only all human 
beings but also to all animate and inanimate 
things. This is the method of enlarging the sphere 
of seeing the external world through inner trans- 
formation. As a supplement to this, we should 
also learn the method of how to adore the people 
around us as embodiments of the Divine. This 
will ultimately elicit divine presence within our 
being. The main purpose of both the methods is 
to feel the presence of divinity internally as well 
as externally—within and without. 

When we develop spiritual insight into seeing 
every human being as God, a real type of service 
becomes possible. No longer it becomes a service 
to another human being; it transforms into the 
worship of God. Through this transformation 
in attitude towards others, every secular help 
or service will have a spiritual dimension. Then, 
through the touch of the Divine, all our actions 
will become sacred and our minds will be puri- 
fied through constantly engaging in service acti- 
vities performed as worship of God. 

Whatever we do with a worshipful attitude, 
in due course, will take the form of worship of 
God and become a part of spiritual discipline. 
What is considered ‘work’ in the beginning, 
will become ‘sevad (service)’; seva will become 
‘worship’; and worship will evolve into upasana 
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(contemplation). And through constant con- 
templation, one will realise God. This is how one 
can find fulfilment in one’s life. 


Conclusion 


People are suffering from the meaninglessness and 
uncertainty of life in this modern world. How- 
ever, being of rational and scientific tempera- 
ment, they refuse to follow the dogmas and blind 
beliefs of popular religions. What they are yearn- 
ing for is spiritual consolation. Many of them, 
being honest, are craving for an experience of the 
Divine, and an enduring and fruitful relationship 
with others. Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings have the 
intrinsic capacity to fulfil the spiritual require- 
ments of these modern people. They can infuse 
new vigour in the lives of countless sincere spiri- 
tual aspirants by removing the veil of frustration 
and anxiety that has pervaded the modern society 
today. Through this, Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings 
will be able to herald a new beginning for a bright 
future for humanity. It is very much evident today 
that the relevance of Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings 
is increasing with the passage of time, as there is 
an urgent necessity to adopt them in one’s life and 
conduct. It is Sri Ramakrishna’s universal love that 
is flowing towards us in the form of these teach- 
ings. Are we ready to receive these life-giving ideas 


full of faith and devotion? oS 
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SPIRITUAL TALKS 


Spiritual Conversations with 


Swami Premananda 


Original in Bengali: Swami Omkareshwarananda 


Translation into English: Swami Atmaswarupananda 


(Continued from the previous issue) 


[What is needed is ‘Rajas’| 
ABURAM MAHARAJ (Swami Prema- 
B nanda) said: “Omniscient Swamiji used 
to say: “Taking up the plea of sattva, the 
whole country remains drowned in tamas.” 
Without going through vajas, can one reach the 
state of sattva? So he preached among the masses 
the unselfish action that was once preached by 
Parthasarathi Sri Krishna in India. That ideal 
having been lost with the passage of time, the 
whole nation was gradually getting immersed in 
tamas. So Thakur and Swamiji came to save the 
country. Mother prepares various dishes for her 
children to suit their different tastes and powers 
of digestion; likewise, spiritual aspirants, in 
accordance with their inclinations, follow the 
paths of knowledge, devotion, karma, and so on. 
[Selfless action is equal to lakhs of Japam| 
‘Isn’t it better to do unselfish work than doing 
a little meditation in the morning and evening, 
and then spending the rest of the time lazing 
around and gossiping about others? Maharaj 
(Swami Brahmananda) says: “Those who self- 
lessly serve the needy, the poor, and the suf- 
fering patients verily reap the effects of what is 
obtained by doing lakhs of Japam.” This is not 
an empty promise, but an absolute truth. Only 
when the mind is cleansed of impurities, is the 
renunciation of work possible. 
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[Diamonds @& 
and pearls (oti) 
are easily avail- 
able, but the de- 


votion (moti) in 


Krishna is rare: 
here a pun is 
being made on 
the Bengali word 
which 


means ‘pearl’ as 


‘ Pe 
moti 


well as ‘devotion’] 

“Thakur used 
to say: “If one spends money, one can buy plenty 
of diamonds and pearls (7o7i) in the market, but 
it is rare indeed to have devotion (moti) in Sri 
Krishna!” One has to engage in spiritual practices 
to attain love and devotion for God. First one 
needs to perform unselfish work, else what good 
is it to read scriptures? It is living the actual life 
that matters. Look, what a great worker is Shashi 
Maharaj! Why don’t you make him your ideal? 

[Shashi Maharaj is the true founder of the 
Math] 

“This Math or the shrine that you see owes 
its origin to Shashi Maharaj. No, not Rakhal 
Maharaj, Sharat, Baburam, not even Swamiji! I 
can confidently say that Shashi Maharaj alone is 
the true founder of this Math. 
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‘Swamiji and others raised objections to 
the worship of Thakur in the Alambazar 
Math. Only Shashi Maharaj protested. He used 
to worship Thakur’s photo on a torn mat. One 
day Swamiji and others argued for winding up 
the worship and left in anger for Balaram babu’s 
house. Only Shashi Maharaj was in favour of 
Puja, so he remained in Alambazar. The next 
day Balaram babu, after pacifying them, sent 
them back to Alambazar. 

[Worship of Thakur during 
Shashi Maharaj’s time] 

‘Earlier there was no bhoga-offering to 
Thakur. There used to be cooking only for our- 
selves. Later on Swamiji introduced it. During 
Shashi Maharaj’s time, worship of Thakur was 
performed more elaborately. Now the worship 
has been greatly curtailed; earlier, the fibrous 
twig used to be flattened into cotton-like soft- 
ness before being offered as the tooth-brush to 
Thakur. Nowadays, all these have been replaced 
by mental worship,’ 

[Shashi Maharaj is the doyen of the Deccan] 

‘Both Shashi Maharaj and Swamiji are 
household names in the Madras Presidency. 
Shashi Maharaj was indeed the doyen of that 
region. Notwithstanding the orthodoxy of the 
people of Madras, he successfully managed to 
make the Brahmins serve food to the Shudras. 

(Pointing at Amulya Maharaj) “Why don’t 
you try to write a biography of Shashi Maharaj?’ 

After a while, Baburam Maharaj slowly 
started clapping his hands, chanting “Haribol, 
‘Haribol. 

[Karma Yoga of Shashi Maharaj| 

Amulya Maharaj said: “One day in Madras 
I saw Shashi Maharaj coming to his room after 
a lot of exertion. Then, throwing off his clothes 
and, wearing just a loin cloth, he laid down on 
the mat. Just after two minutes he stood up and 
started addressing Swamiiji, as if he was in front 
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of him: “Look, where you have sent me! By con- 
tinual work, my life force has become almost 
emptied! It’s for you that I came to Madras. I 
cannot go on with this anymore.” He then im- 
mediately prostrated and, as if he was holding 
onto Swamiji’s feet, said: “Brother, I told you 
all these things without any forethought. For- 
give me. I am always ready to do whatever you 
ask me to do.” 

[The Holy Mother—the ideal of 
womanhood 

Everyone was silent. Baburam Maharaj started 
speaking: “Why don’t you emulate the character 
of the Holy Mother? She is still alive. And you 
have seen her; indeed, how fortunate you are to 
have received the grace of the Divine Mother 
Herself! While the Holy Mother, in her photo, 
is receiving worship in so many places, she, in her 
bodily form, despite rheumatism, is bent on not 
receiving any service from anyone! How much 
she takes care of anyone who happens to go to 
her village! She herself cooks, fetches water, and 
walks even for a mile to bring vegetables and 
milk for the devotees! After the devotees get 
prasad, there is no one in the house to clean their 
plates! The Holy Mother herself secretly removes 
their leavings after they have taken food! 

[The Holy Mother and Karma Yoga] 

‘A man once complained to Holy Mother in 
Baghbazar that he had to do a lot of work in the 
Math. Mother said to him: “Sure, you should 
work. One’s mind remains in a good state if 
one works.” 

Amulya Maharaj said: ‘In her village home, 
I saw Mother coming to the house through the 
rear gate, carrying on her head a basket contain- 
ing foodstuff for the devotees. 

At 9.30 pm, the gong went off for the night 
prasada. One by one, everyone bowed to Baburam 
Maharaj, and then went to partake of prasada.c© 

(To be continued) 
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Sri Ramakrishna—tThe Teacher of the World 


Swami Vishuddhananda 


Translated from Bengali by Brahmachari Bhaveshachaitanya 


ELIGION IS NOT ONLY something ritualis- 
R« rather, it is something to be perceived. 
This fact of perception is what attracts 
us to God. If realisation had not been there, re- 
ligion would have become a dry matter. Again, 
without undertaking spiritual practices, religion 
can never be realised merely by studying the four 
Vedas or a great number of scriptural treatises. 
The life of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna is a 
great example of this kind of spiritual realisation. 
He has experienced all the paths leading to truth. 
God is the repository of infinite spiritual atti- 
tudes; therefore, the means and paths to attain 
Him are also infinite. After the completion of 
Sri Ramakrishna’s spiritual disciplines, people 
belonging to all denominations came rushing to 
him and became amazed at listening to his divine 
realisations. Truth is one. But Sri Ramakrishna 
visualised and realised the Truth in a variety of 
ways. From none it was heard to such a great 
extent that God could be directly seen, could 
be talked to and intimately conversed with as 
much as from Sri Ramakrishna. At the Brahmo 
Samaj of Sinthi he told Trailokya, Vijaykrishna, 
and other Brahmo devotees: ‘He who seeks God 
with a longing heart can see Him, talk to Him as 
Tam talking to you. Believe my words when I say 
that God can be seen.” 
The Brahmos did not believe in the image 
worship of the orthodox Hindu religion, the 


Delivered at the temple of Sri Ramakrishna 
Ashrama, Malda, on 4 April 1954. 
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Image of Sri Ramakrishna at Belur Math temple 
doctrine of Incarnation, as well as the idea of 
Guru. They preached against all these. But, it is 
again the Brahmo teachers who would listen to 
the advice from the worshipper of Bhavatarini 
(Thakur) sitting with him for hours together. 
On hearing the lectures of Keshav Chandra Sen, 
Vijaykrishna Goswami, and Shivnath Shastri, 
many people joined the Brahmo Samaj at that 
time. Some direct disciples of Sri Ramakrishna 
also got their names enlisted in Brahmo Samaj 
in the prime of their youth. Though the Brahmo 
teachers attracted the youths by dint of their 
speeches, many of them themselves would ask 
Thakur to clear their doubt: “Has God any forms 
or is He formless?’ In reply, Thakur used to say: 
‘No one can say with finality that God is only 
“this” and nothing else. He is formless, and again 
He has forms; or He is even beyond that. 
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Even before the advent of Sri Ramakrishna, 
there had been a conflict concerning the nature 
of God. The Christian Missionaries and, later on, 
the Brahmo preachers emerged as dynamic forces 
then. Hinduism was in a miserable situation. In 
Bengal, Pundit Shashadhar Tarkachudamani kept 
the light of the Hindu religion burning in some 
way or another. Every community claimed its reli- 
gious faith as the only truth and the rest as all false. 
The learned missionaries preached through their 
charming speeches that the rites and customs fol- 
lowed by the Hindus were all wrong. Hence, young 
Hindus developed infidelity towards their own 
religion. During such a time of adversity, Thakur 
appeared on the scene and set the eternal Hindu 
religion on vigour and vitality, propounding, “As 
many faiths, so many paths. His spiritual practices 
(sadhana) and teachings quelled the great con- 
flict among different religions forever. This is one 
of his great contributions. The spiritual practices 
and direct realisations of Thakur are verily the root 
cause of the radical changes that have taken place 
recently (in 1950s) in the field of religion. 

Thakur gives the example of an elephant. A 
few blind persons come near an elephant. Some- 
one told them that it was an elephant. They began 
to feel its body. One who touched only the ele- 
phant’s feet said that the elephant was like a pillar. 
Another one who touched only the elephant’s ears 
said that the elephant was like a winnowing fan. 
And the rest who touched the elephant’s trunk 
or tail gave their different versions of the animal. 

The same thing happened on the question 
of the realisation of God in Indian history. 
Everyone began to say that God was none other 
than the form one realised. However, Thakur 
saw the elephant in its entirety. He directly rea- 
lised the whole of it. He energised Brahmos, 
Shaktas, and Vaishnavas in their respective atti- 
tudes. Thakur would come out with the res- 
pective spiritual mood to whosoever came to 
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him belonging to whatsoever religion. That is 
why Sri Ramakrishna is the teacher of the world. 

I came across a great scholarly man from 
Madras. He said: “The Gospel of Thakur directly 
touches the heart more than the head. That is 
the reason why his Gospel should be taken with 
head down, no further cogitation is necessary. 

Initially, Swami Vivekananda was a mem- 
ber of the Brahmo Samaj. He himself was no 
less a sadhaka. He went to the great sage Dev- 
endranath Thakur, who averted the question of 
Narendranath whether he had seen God. It is 
only Thakur who answered Narendranath later: 
“Yes, I have seen God. I see Him as I see You here, 
only more clearly: 

Thakur experienced that God existed in and 
through this world. After he had this vision, he 
heard the message of the Mother of the universe: 
‘So many devotees will come to you’ That is why 
during the time of evening vesper, he used to call 
out from the roof of the kuthi (mansion) in Dak- 
shineshwar: “Where are you, my children? Do 
come, one and all? That call of Thakur still remains 
unstopped. On hearing his call, many a men and 
women are still coming towards him from India 
and abroad. It is mentioned in the Bhagavata that 
on listening to the flute of Sri Krishna, gopis would 
rush to him. The Vaishnava scripture mentions: 

Here in this world Gora Ray 

plays his divine sport still, 

Only by some lucky ones could it be seen.” 

Thakur said: “Those who take refuge in me are 
living their last birth’? Those who have called on 
him with yearning, by making their mind and 
speech one, would come to him. The Mother of 
the world commanded him, ‘Remain in Bhava- 
mukha’. Bhavamukha means the intermediary 
state between the inner and the outer worlds. 
The life of Thakur is like the pendulum of a 
clock. He frequently moved from the Absolute 
to the relative and vice versa. 
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Sri Ramakrishna accepted the discipleship 
of Bhairavi Brahmani and Totapuri during his 
sadhana in the path of Tantra and Vedanta res- 
pectively. He completed the highest sadhana in 
the path of Vedanta only in three days, for the 
performance of which Totapuri took forty long 
years. Totapuri would meditate on the form- 
less; so he had the realisation only of the form- 
less. Bhairavi did not believe in monism. It is 
Thakur who made up the incomplete part of 
Bhairavi and Totaputi, to the extent that they 
became blessed. 

Thakur’s direct realisation silenced every- 
body. There lies a gulf of difference between a 
person who has read about Kashi in books and 
the one who has seen Kashi. Thakur said: ‘Not 
an act of compassion and kindness; but serving 
God who is omnipresent in all beings. If behind 
the act of service, there is no longing after name 
and fame, no expectation of reciprocation, or 
desire to go to heaven, then it would be the work 
without a motive as propounded in the Gita. The 
Vaishnava scriptures mention ‘compassion for 
living beings. But Thakur did not give impor- 
tance to the word ‘compassion; as he had a much 
higher vision of the Reality. 

Another wonderful aspect of Thakur’s life is 
his marriage. Buddha and Chaitanya renounced 
their consorts. But Thakur did not do so. 

Swamiji kept on testing Thakur thoroughly 
for five or six years in every way. One day he hid 
a one-rupee coin under his bed. But as soon as 
Thakur sat on the bed, he was restless with pain, 
as if stung by a scorpion. Swamiji then begged his 
pardon holding his feet. 

Sitting by the side of the Ganges below the 
Panchavati, Thakur, while cogitating ‘rupee is 
clay and clay is rupee’ dropped both of them 
into the waters of the Ganges. This throwing of 
money indicates the renunciation of the desire 
for sense objects as well as worldly enjoyments. 
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This further means taking to the path of Nivritti 
(the path of renunciation). 

The desire for worldly enjoyments is what has 
kept men bound in this world. The Upanishadic 
sage Yajnavalkya says that immortality cannot be 
attained through worldly enjoyments. In this age, 
Thakur has again shown us the path of immortal- 
ity. Renunciation is verily our ideal—*Tyagenaike 
amrtatvamanasuh; through renunciation alone 
immortality is attained.” When we try to com- 
promise, we try to adjust. But this does not bring 
any result. Nachiketa renounced the path lead- 
ing to worldly enjoyment and came to know the 
subtle and true nature of the Atman for the sake 
of the welfare of people. This glory of renun- 
ciation is what Sri Thakur, the worshipper of 
Bhavatarini, has brought to light in the 19th cen- 
tury through his sadhana of ‘rupee is clay’ by the 
side of the Ganges. He gave a new life to the reli- 
gion of the Gita, the Bible, and other scriptures. 
Thakur is the god of renunciation, while the lives 
of all of his direct disciples stand as the burning 
instances of that great ideal. 

We live in this world because of the presence 
of God in us. He is very close to us, very near to 
us; but, alas! We give our love and affection some- 
where else. Our dissipated love and affection have 
to be collected together, turning it away from 
the enjoyment of worldly things. Then it has to 
be channelised towards God; has to be given an 
inward turn. This is what Sri Ramakrishna, the 
great teacher of the world, has taught us through 
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his life and spiritual practices in this age. ow 


Notes and References 


1. M., The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, trans. Swami 
Nikhilananda (Chennai: Ramakrishna Math, 
2004), 625. 

2. The Bengali verse goes like this: “Adyapeeha sei 
leela koren Gora Ray / Kono Kono bhagyabane 
dekhibare pay. 

3. Kaivalya Upanishad, 2. 
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24 Ramakrishna Mission — 125 Years 


The Early Meetings of the 
Ramakrishna Mission 


The Minutes of Meetings compiled by Swami Chetanananda 


Bengali portions translated by Swami Videhatmananda 


(The Early Meetings of Ramakrishna Mission were recorded both in English and Bengali—Ed.) 


Preliminary Meeting 
(Saturday, 1 May 1897) 

N RESPONSE TO A CALL from Swami Viveka- 
| nanda, a meeting of the householder disciples 

and followers of Sri Ramakrishna was held 
on the evening of 1 May 1897 at the premises of 
Balaram Basu, 57 Ramkanta Bose Street, Cal- 
cutta. Several sannyasins of the Alambazar Math 
also attended the meeting. In view of the increas- 
ing interest and expansion of the Movement to 
disseminate Sri Ramakrishna’s ideas, teachings, 
and principles, it was thought desirable to form 
an organisation to carry on the work methodi- 
cally. A local centre in Calcutta was thought to 
be essential. At this centre, all could meet regu- 
larly to exchange ideas; to adopt means for dis- 
seminating the knowledge of those principles 
and teachings to the masses; to keep in touch 
with the other sister organisations in the differ- 
ent parts of India, America, and England; and to 
exchange ideas for the furtherance of the cause. 
A general body of members was drawn up, con- 
sisting of all who—however differing in other 
respects—have a common ground of unity in 
the love of Sri Ramakrishna and his teachings. 

An Executive Committee was formed from 
among those present and a subscription list was 
opened for collecting a monthly sum for house 
rent and other necessary expenditures. For the 
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present, it was resolved that the weekly meet- 

ing would be held at the house of Balaram Basu. 
It was decided that a preliminary meeting of 

the Committee would take place next Wednes- 

day evening to frame rules of guidance concern- 

ing the principles and objects of the Association. 
Number in attendance: about 40. 


Second Meeting of the Association 
(Wednesday, 5 May 1897) 


Under the presidency of Swami Vivekananda, 
the name, object, method of work of the Associ- 
ation, and rules for its guidance were set. 

Name: The Ramakrishna Mission. 

Object: The object of this organisation is 
to propagate the principles propounded by Sri 
Ramakrishna and illustrated by his own life for 
the benefit of humanity, and to help humankind 
in the practical application of those principles to 
their spiritual, intellectual, and physical needs. 

The Mission: The mission of this organisa- 
tion is to carry on the work inaugurated by Sri 
Ramakrishna of fraternising the various creeds 
of the world, knowing them to be only phases 
of one eternal universal religion. 

Method of Work: The method of work is to 
start centres in different places for the training of 
spiritual and secular educators, encouraging the 
arts and industries, and popularising the study of 
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Vedanta and other systems of spiritual thought 
as interpreted by the life of Sri Ramakrishna. 

The Work in India: The work in India is 
to start centres in the capitals of the [British] 
Empire for the training of sannyasins (ascetics) 
and grihasthas (householders) as educators of 
the people, and to enable these teachers to reach 
the people by making them visit different parts 
of the country. 

Foreign Work: To send missionaries to 
various foreign countries to bring the centres 
already existing in countries outside India in 
sympathy and cooperation with those existing 
in India and to start other centres. 

The Rules of the Association: The following 
rules were unanimously adopted for the guid- 
ance of the Calcutta centre of the Mission: 

1. Anyone who believes in the mission of Sri 
Ramakrishna, who is ready to cooperate with 
the spread of that mission, and who endeavours 
to lead a moral life, would be eligible for mem- 
bership in this association—the other members 
not objecting. 

2. Members should pay a subscription not less 
than eight annas [half a rupee] per month, unless 
anyone is especially incapable. 

3. The president of every branch shall have the 
power to veto any proceedings of that branch. 

4. The Executive Committee shall have the 
power to call meetings through the secretaries 
and collect funds through the treasurer. 

5. A meeting should be held every Sunday at 
6:30 p.m. at 57 Ramakanta Bose Street, Baghbazar. 

Swami Vivekananda has been elected the 
General President of the Ramakrishna Mission. 

Swami Brahmananda has been elected the 
President of the Calcutta centre of the Mission. 


Third Meeting (Sunday, 9 May 1897) 


Swami Brahmananda presided. About thirty 
members as well as some outsiders were present. 
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Swami Trigu- 
natita read and ex- 
plained a few verses | 
from the Gita that 
bear on the benefit 
of work, as taught | 
by Sri Krishna and 
exemplified by the © 
teachings of Sri 
Ramakrishna. 

Girish Chandra « 
Ghosh then related 


his experiences 


about Sri Rama- 
krishna from the 
beginning of their aa 
association. He 
said that he first saw Ramakrishna at the home 
of Dinanath Basu of Bosepara, where Keshab 
Chandra Sen was also present. He came away 
without being favourably impressed. 

Sometime afterward, during his play, Chai- 
tanya Lila, at the Star Theatre, he was sitting in 
his room when Mahendra Nath Gupta entered. 
He was accompanied by Ramakrishna, who had 
come to see the play. Girish said he began to offer 
the Paramahamsa a simple pranam (salutation), 
but said that Ramakrishna saluted him before 
he could begin. Despite Girish’s efforts to offer 
even one simple salutation, he was interrupted 
each time by the Master. Girish said that he then 
told Mahendra to take Ramakrishna to his seat 
and ordered a servant to attend him with a fan. 

A few days after this meeting, Girish was sit- 
ting near Bosepara Lane when he saw Rama- 
krishna approaching, accompanied by a few 
young men. Seeing Girish, Ramakrishna salu- 
ted him and continued on to Balaram’s house. 
Girish said that an irresistible impulse urged him 
to follow Ramakrishna, but a fear of violating 
common courtesy by entering a stranger’s house 
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Girish Chandra Ghosh (1844-1912) 
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uninvited stopped him from going. While he 
was thinking of this, a boy approached and said 
Ramakrishna wanted to talk with him. Accord- 
ingly, he went to Balaram’s house. 

After the usual salutations—which Rama- 
krishna was the first to initiate—they began a 
conversation in which Ramakrishna praised 
Girish for his composition of the play Chai- 
tanya Lila, and told him that Girish’s mind had 
become cleansed of its impurities, that bhakti 
was reigning there, and so on. Girish said that 
he possessed none of these blessings and that the 
object of writing the play was only for money. 
Girish said that he then asked the Master the 
meaning of the word ‘guru. Ramakrishna ans- 
wered that the guru was a ‘go-between’. 

On another occasion, Girish said he was in- 
formed that Ram Chandra Datta was planning to 
entertain Ramakrishna that evening at his home. 
Accordingly, he went there and found a large 
gathering of devotees surrounding Ramakrishna, 
who was dancing and singing in a state of divine 
ecstasy. It seemed to Girish that never before had 
he seen such a fascinating dance, although in his 
life he had seen some of the greatest dancers. 
Girish noticed that those who were seated near 
Ramakrishna were taking the dust of his feet and 
immediately thought to himself: ‘Ah, what ifIam 
unable to take the dust of those sacred feet? No 
sooner had this thought crossed his mind than 
Ramakrishna danced directly in front of him and 
he was permitted to fulfil his heart’s wish. 

After the devotional singing was over, Rama- 
krishna talked with Girish. He remarked that 
Girish had some ‘twist’ in his mind. 

“Will this twist be straightened?’ Girish 
asked. ‘It will, the Master said. 

Girish asked Ramakrishna the same question 
again and again, and Ramakrishna answered him 
in the same way. Finally, Manomohan Mitra rebu- 


ked Girish for his lack of confidence. Although 
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Girish rarely let a rebuke pass without some caus- 
tic reply, this time he bore the remark in silence 
and thought that Manomohan was right. 

Girish also said that one night he was visiting 
a house of ill-fame with two friends when he sud- 
denly felt an overpowering desire to go to Dak- 
shineshwar. Therefore, he urged his companions 
to leave, and he hailed a carriage. Although the 
carriage was travelling at a brisk pace, Girish told 
the driver to go even faster. 

The night had far advanced and most people 
were fast asleep when the three of them entered 
Ramakrishna’s room, somewhat unsteadily. 
Girish received an extraordinary welcome. 
Ramakrishna suddenly grabbed his hands and 
began to dance and sing with joy. A thought 
flashed through Girish’s mind that he was indeed 
in the presence of an extraordinary man, for who 
else would give such a welcome to a fallen man 
like himself ? His own father or mother would 
have shunned him in this condition. Yet here 
was one, honoured by hundreds as a saint, who 
thought it worthwhile to love and welcome him 
thus. If ever there were a redeemer of fallen souls, 
Girish thought, this is He. 

On another occasion, he was taken by Rama- 
krishna to the Kali temple, where the Master 
sang songs to the Divine Mother. Girish thought 
to himself that whatever shortcomings this man 
might have, he certainly scorns the popularity 
which the rest of the world pursues so intently. 
He said that Ramakrishna told him that he had 
work for him in this world. He added that, now 
that the Movement was started under the leader- 
ship of Swami Vivekananda, he was inspired with 
hope that everyone who had touched Swamiji’s 
feet had a great task before him and would soon 
be called upon by the Master to do it. 

Nityagopal Goswami then sang some songs 
of our Lord. as 

(To be continued) 
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Ramakrishna Mission, Narendrapur: 
At a Glance 


ENGAL WAS DEEPLY AFFECTED by a cat- 
B astrophic famine in 1943. World War II 
was also going on then. Countless fam- 
ilies were in unspeakable misery because of utter 
privation and poverty. Thousands of men and 
women were dying haplessly for food. The fu- 
ture of numerous youths augured bleak. Their 
education seemed absolutely uncertain. Under 
such a dire condition, Belur Math conceived of 
a students’ home for poor but meritorious stu- 
dents. It materialised in a gifted house at Pathu- 
riaghata of North Calcutta. It was inaugurated 
on the Akshaya Tritiya day of 1943 by Revered 
Swami Virajanandaji Maharaj, the sixth Presi- 
dent of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission. Its 
name was given ‘Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama 
(Students’ Home)’. Swami Hitananda was made 
its first Secretary. He began his work with all 
sincerity and continued to serve for some time. 
However, despite his best effort, Swami Hita- 
nanda was not able to handle it properly. There- 
fore, he eventually opted out of its responsibility. 
Like him, a couple of Swamis too could not man- 
age it later. Swami Lokeshwarananda was lastly 
asked to take over for its revival. He joined the Stu- 
dents’ Home as its Secretary in May 194.6 amidst a 
serious crisis. Before he came, students were sent 
home for gross indiscipline. When he arrived he 
found there only one boy from class vi11 named 
Kalipada (later Swami Aksharananda). 
Swami Lokeshwarananda started afresh admi- 
tting new students to the Home. Those who 


enrolled had boarded there free of charge and 
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pursued their studies in various colleges and uni- 
versities outside. He had to grapple with a lot of fi- 
nancial as well as logistic problems. He practically 
begged and sought help from people to provide 
for the boys. Persevering a few years with forti- 
tude, he, nevertheless, restored and reinstated the 
Home to run with reasonable ease and equipoise. 

Meanwhile, India became free after its parti- 
tion and there was an unbridled exodus of refugees 
from East Pakistan. Swami Lokeshwarananda lite- 
rally collected students from among the refugees 
gathering on the platform of Sealdah station. He 
had another donated house adjacent at his disposal 
by that time. He somehow accommodated them in 
it. But soon he was hard up for space again. 

Now, with the inexorable inflation in the 
number of students and a plan for converting the 
Students’ Home into a full-fledged educational 
complex equipped with all facilities, Lokesh- 
warananda was in an earnest hunt for a suitable 
place. When he discovered one of his choices 
in the village Ukhila Paikpara in the south of 
24 Parganas, he forthwith got it approved by 
the Belur Math authorities and thereby received 
their green signal to go ahead. Revered Madha- 
vanandaji Maharaj renamed the village Naren- 
drapur after Swamiji’s pre-monastic name, which 
was subsequently accepted by the district admin- 
istration for all its official purposes. Then, with 
the assistance of the education department and 
the department of refugee rehabilitation of the 
Government of India, Swami Lokeshwarananda 
procured a plot of land measuring 26.55 acres at 
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Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya, Narendrapur 


Narendrapur, to begin. It happened in 1956. Stu- 
dents immediately took possession of tents and 
attended their classes outside as before. Once 
the students occupied this place shifting from 
Pathuriaghata, Swami Lokeshwarananda grad- 
ually added more and more land to its plot and 
sustainably expanded Narendrapur horizontally 
and vertically side by side. Narendrapur now 
splendidly advanced at a great pace and quickly 
became well-known for its spectacular contri- 
bution cutting across all sections of society. Its 
works are now highly recognised and appreci- 
ated everywhere at home and abroad. Its students 
are making a real dent by their performances in 
all fields inside as well as outside the country. 
Narendrapur these days is a beautifully green 
and planned Ashrama, vibrant with multifarious 
activities, having the name ‘Ramakrishna Mission 
Ashrama, Narendrapur’ It is only 15 km from the 
heart of the Kolkata city and well connected by 
roads, railway, and metro rail. It runs a school, col- 
lege, university, Blind school, Braille press, B.Ed. 
College (Special), Industrial Training Centre, 
Commercial Institute, Central Library, Agri- 
cultural Training Centre, Rural Development 
programme, Slum Development programme, 
Dairy Farming training, Krishi Vijnan Kendra, 
Vocational training, Ayurvedic Hospital, gar- 
dens of medicinal plants, Charitable dispensary, 
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Diagnostic unit, Food processing unit, mother 
and child care programme, and innumerable 
other programmes through different socially 
productive projects. A concerted effort makes 
Narendrapur steer ahead, in which students of 
Pathuriaghata Ashrama have a lion’s share, par- 
ticularly of those who embraced the monastic 
life such as swamis Aksharananda, Asaktananda, 
Mumukshananda, Prabhananda, Umananda, 
Vinayananda, Jitatmananda, and some others. 

Following is a brief description of the salient 
features of Narendrapur ashrama: 


Vidyalaya 


Vidyalaya is a residential school for boys estab- 
lished in 1958. Its first headmaster was Swami 
Asaktananda (then Brahmachari Amarachait- 
anya) and after him, Swami Prabhananda. It 
offers education in English as well as Bengali 
mediums. It contains three sections, namely, 
Middle, Secondary, and Higher Secondary. It 
is one of the premier institutions in the coun- 
try. Its performances in Board examinations are 
consistently spectacular with students occupying 
significant positions on the merit lists. Perform- 
ances of its boys in various competitive examin- 
ations at the State as well as at the National levels 
are equally good. Accordingly, its students are 
found to pursue higher studies in most of the 
famous learned bodies of the nation. Besides, 
participating in different contests conducted by 
organisations at home and abroad, they bring 
laurels to their school often. Hence, there is a 
conspicuous craze to put children in Vidyalaya. 

Its beginning took place as a Higher Sec- 
ondary Multipurpose school with Humanities, 
Science, and Technical streams. Subsequently, 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Fine Arts were 
added. Presently, its Secondary Section is afh- 
liated to the West Bengal Board of Second- 
ary Education. On the other hand, its Higher 
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Secondary Section with Science and Humanities 
is affiliated to the West Bengal Council of Higher 
Secondary Education. It is now a more than 1000 
students strong school with all modern facilities. 
It endeavours to educate the students according 
to the best traditions of the country. Its students 
are trained to grow physically, mentally, intellec- 
tually, and spiritually. They are taught about their 
obligations to the nation. They are from different 
parts of the country, living and studying together 
in acommunity as brothers with no distinctions 
of religion, race, class, or caste. Its motto is com- 
prehensive growth for boys as per the ideas of 
Swami Vivekananda on education. 

Vidyalaya’s success story lies in the fact that 
it is responsibly contributing to all walks of life 
as accomplished doctors, engineers, scientists, 
academicians, bureaucrats, technocrats, entre- 
preneurs, journalists, and politicians. Above all, a 
large number of them do yeomen services shoul- 
der to shoulder with their Alma Mater. 


Sishu Vidyavithi 


It is a co-education Bengali medium non-residen- 
tial Primary School. Its name ‘Sishu Vidyavithi’ 
was given by Swami Lokeshwarananda himself. It 
was started at the initiative of the professors and 
teachers of Narendrapur Ashrama. It was inaug- 
urated on 1st March 1967, with only 12 children. 
It later became a part of the Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion Ashrama, Narendrapur on 1st January 1972. 
More than 400 children from the neighbouring 
areas study in this school as day-scholars. How- 
ever, afew SC/ST children are given residence in 
a hostel. They perform exceptionally well, win- 
ning various top ranks in the primary final exam- 
ination conducted by the Government of West 
Bengal. Some of them earn the state scholarships 
of the Primary Education Development Board, 
West Bengal, for their meritorious results. Chil- 
dren here are trained in Indian culture along with 
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their daily lessons. They are specially taught the 
lives of Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi, and 
Swami Vivekananda in their moral education. 
Intimate care is taken for their comprehensive 
development, keeping Swamiji’s idea of “Man- 
making’ education in mind. 


College 


The College was established in July 1960. Dr Bi- 
kash Chandra Sanyal, a Pathuriaghata Students’ 
Home product, was initially its Professor-in- 
Charge. Swami Mumukshananda subsequently 
took over as its principal. It is affiliated to the 
University of Calcutta. In 1976, the Higher Sec- 
ondary course of West Bengal Council of Higher 
Secondary Education started with it, but was 
afterwards shifted to the Vidyalaya during the 
2005-06 Academic Session. 

The University of Calcutta has granted the col- 
lege Autonomy to conduct post-graduate courses, 
along with the undergraduate courses. By virtue 
of this special status, it is able to conduct exam- 
inations and publish results independently. Stu- 
dents can, therefore, conveniently complete their 
higher education in the available subjects once 
they enter it after finishing their school education. 

It presently offers Physics, Chemistry, Mathe- 
matics, Statistics, Computer Science, Eng- 
lish, Economics, History, Sanskrit, Bengali, 
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Philosophy, and Political Science for Honours, 
while for Post-Graduation, Chemistry, Physics, 
Computer Science, and English. It is recognised 
by DST (Department of Science and Tech- 
nology), Government of India, as a SIRO (Sci- 
entific and Industrial Research Organisation), a 
distinction enjoyed by very few colleges in India. 

The college has permission from the Univer- 
sity of Calcutta to open the Vivekananda Centre 
for Research. The college can, therefore, conduct 
all the research programmes on its own. 

Fully residential, this boys’ college follows 
the same principles and objectives as all other 
institutions functioning under the aegis of the 
Ramakrishna Mission. A modern implementa- 
tion of the ancient gurugribavasa was Swamiji’s 
idea. Teachers and students sharing the same liy- 
ing space, governed by moral and cultural modes 
of Indian life, in sylvan surroundings was its 
model. This college was founded in this pattern. 
For infrastructural enhancements and smooth 
functioning of academia and administration, the 
old college building is now extended to a newly 
constructed Annexe named “Sarada Mandir’. It 
is an eight-storey building. It contains, among 
other things, advanced laboratories for research 
works, smart classrooms, an integrated library 
and reading room, a modern auditorium, and 
a meditation room. The college is rated high by 
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NAAC (National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council). It was recently awarded a CGPA (Cu- 
mulative Grade Point Average) of 3.46 out of 
4.00 with an A+ grade. It has also bagged the 
21st national rank in the latest counting of NIRF 
(National Institutional Ranking Framework). 


Blind School 


Swami Lokeshwarananda conceived the idea 
of a school for blind and duly brought it forth 
with a handful of blind boys in 1957. There was a 
blind student named Sri Bhavani Chanda in the 
Pathuriaghata Ashrama. He completed his post- 
graduation from there and was looking for some 
work. Swami Lokeshwarananda inducted him as 
the first Principal of the school known as ‘Blind 
Boys’ Academy’. The school functioned under 
the Directorate of Public Instruction, Govern- 
ment of West Bengal. 

Besides a higher secondary residential school 
for the blind, Blind Boys’ Academy contains sev- 
eral other skill development training courses for 
the visually challenged. It also has a special B. Ed. 
course for them and a Braille press attached to it. 
With their academic studies in school, boys are 
side by side trained in music, craft, book-bind- 
ing, typewriting, and other SUP W (Socially Use- 
ful Productive Work) trades. For the rural adult 
blind people, the Academy offers training in 
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry. 

The Blind School has a swimming pool spe- 
cially made and maintained for the blind where 
the boys are being coached for national and 
international swimming competitions. Their 
performance in this aqua sport is consistently 
exceptional year after year. For example, 15 stu- 
dents recently went to Rajasthan on 22.03.2022 
as part of the Bengal Team and participated in 
the 21st National Swimming Championship. 
They bagged 21 gold, 13 silver, and 3 bronze med- 


als in various groups. 
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Academy has a Braille Library and a Braille 
Press which support the academic programmes 
of the boys with Braille books and other study 
materials. Boys are also taught how to operate 
computers and do programming. Academy has 
a Low Vision Centre, a Clinic, and an Audio 
Book Studio for the benefit of the students. 

Blind Boys’ Academy has been given the 
National award thrice by the Government of 
India during the last 65 years of its existence 
for being the best institution for the visually 
impaired. 


Regional Braille Press 


Numerous unfortunate visually impaired people 
of India are being benefited from this Braille 
Press, from where they get Braille books and 
other reading materials for their studies. Initially, 
UNICEF and American Foundation for Over- 
seas Blind approached the Government of India 
for such a press in the country. In 1963, Govern- 
ment of India contacted Ramakrishna Mission 
Ashrama, Narendrapur through the Govern- 
ment of West Bengal. The Government of India 
finally decided to open a Regional Braille Press 
at Narendrapur, as Swami Lokeshwarananda was 
keenly interested in it from its very outset. It was 
ultimately established in 1967 on the basis of a 
“Tripartite Agreement’ among the Government 
of India, the Government of West Bengal, and 
Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narendrapur. 
By and large, it caters to the needs of the Eastern 
Region of the country. In recognition of its in- 
valuable service, the Government of India gave it 
the National Award twice, judging it as the best 
Braille Press in the country. 


Special B. Ed. College 


It is a Training Institute for teachers who are 
visually challenged; others can also join it. 
There was a dearth of such a training institute 


Prabuddha Bharata March 2023 


in this region which would nurture the blind 
students. In 1965, a scheme was taken up by the 
Blind Boys’ Academy to set up a Training Centre 
for the Teachers of the Visually Handicapped 
to develop manpower for training and educa- 
tion of the blind. Initially, there was a one-year 
certificate course. It was functioning under the 
patronage of the Social Welfare Department, 
Government of India. After its inception in 
1979, the National Institute for the Visually 
Handicapped, Dehradun, took responsibility 
for framing the curriculum, conducting examin- 
ations, and issuing Diploma Certificates. In 1994 
it was recognised by the Rehabilitation Council 
of India, the apex statutory body set up by the 
Government of India in 1993, in order to moni- 
tor and standardise the training. As per their 
advice, the Secondary Level Diploma Course 
which was being imparted in this Centre was up- 
graded to a Degree Course, namely B. Ed. Spe- 
cial Education (Visual Impairment) affiliated to 
the University of Calcutta in 2004. 

Besides, short-term training courses, sponsored 
by the National Institute for the Empowerment 
of Persons with Visual Disabilities, Dehradun, 
and the Rehabilitation Education Programme 
approved by the Rehabilitation Council of India, 
New Delhi—are also conducted here occasion- 
ally. The Centre attracts trainee teachers from 
different parts of the country. 


Industrial Training Centre 


It was established in 1967 for the benefit of boys 
who are not able to pursue studies in the general 
stream. Its name previously was Junior Technical 
School. Begun with the support of a handful of 
instructors, helpers, and skilled men, the Centre 
initially trained 150 students every year as elec- 
tricians, turners, fitters, carpenters, blacksmiths, 
drafts-men, and others. It now runs a vocational 
school for classes x1 and x11 as well. There is a 
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hostel facility in it for some students who are 
poor and hail from remote rural areas. 


Automobile Training Centre 


It is a centre for training school dropouts and illi- 
terate young unemployed. It offers various types 
of training for motor mechanics as well as driv- 
ing. Recently, short-term NSDC courses titled 
‘Automotive Service technician level—4’ under 
the aegis of UTKARSHA BANGLA of the Gov- 
ernment of West Bengal were conducted in it. 


Commercial Institute 


This institute was established in 1959 with some 
students of English Typewriting and Shorthand 
writing courses. Bengali typewriting was also sub- 
sequently included in its courses. The objective of 
the institute is to provide better training facilities 
for poor and backward youths. Later, courses on 
Spoken English and Computer (MS-Office, DTP, 
Multimedia, Auto-CAD, and Tally) for both boys 
and girls were also introduced. Every year, on an 
average, more than 510 local youths are getting 
various types of training from this institute. 


Lokasiksha Parishad 


It was earlier known as the Institute of Social 
Education and Recreation (ISER) but was re- 
named Lokasiksha Parishad later in 1971. It had 
a modest beginning in a dilapidated house at 
Pathuriaghata in 1952, with the purpose of socio- 
economic development for a ‘socially backward 
community’ dwelling in a nearby slum called 
Rambagan. The shape it has taken reaching the 
masses over the decades since its inception for 
the uplift of the downtrodden is indeed gigantic, 
complex, and intricate. It now adopts numerous 
projects of its own as well as of various other goy- 
ernment and non-government organisations, for 
educational, social, cultural, spiritual, and eco- 
nomic growth of the people at the grassroots 
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level. In a word, its purpose is to bring about a 
sustained and comprehensive change in the lives 
of the deprived classes of society. 

As ISER at Narendrapur, it first started adult 
education, child welfare, bratachari, formal and 
non-formal education centres, and training for 
different vocations with the purpose of mak- 
ing the underprivileged employable in the mar- 
ket, either for a job or for self-employment. The 
Lokasiksha Parishad thus gradually became a 
means by which a well-planned activity was car- 
ried out to transform the condition of the youths 
and the underprivileged. Parishad systematically 
drew the youth power by re-organising and re- 
orientating numerous community-based village 
organisations. It has now multiplied to 262 clubs 
in 12 districts of West Bengal today. For the sake 
of better implementation of the programmes, 
they are divided into groups under various cluster 
organisations. Parishad’s idea of development is 
inclusive. Its thrust is on human resource develop- 
ment. The base-level organisations are nurtured 
carefully to develop village leadership for the 
future progress of its programmes undertaken. It 
publishes a monthly journal named Samaj Siksha 
for the rural population, containing useful infor- 
mation regarding agriculture, health, culture, and 
other things essential for them to know. 

The work of Lokasiksha Parishad may be clas- 
sified broadly in the areas such as Education; 
Woman and Child Development; Integrated 
Child Development Services (ICDS); Animal 
Husbandry Development; Training, Entrepre- 
neurship, and Resource Mobilisation; Jana Sik- 
shan Sanstha (JSS); Skill Development Trainings 
and Activities; Health, Water, Sanitation, and En- 
vironment; Reliefand Rehabilitation, and the like. 


Vivekananda Social Welfare Centre 


This Centre was started in 1952 by Pathuriaghata 
Ashrama with the participation of its students. 
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It is conducted primarily for Harijans living in 
the slums of Rambagan area in North Kolkata. 
‘The free services it offers are: 1) Allopathy, Hom- 
eopathy, and Ayurvedic treatments; 2) Training 
in tailoring and knitting for women; 3) Train- 
ing in commercial art and painting for boys; 4) 
‘Training in cane and bamboo crafts; 5) Training 
in welding, fritter, and lathe; 6) Creche; 7) Tuto- 
rial classes; 8) Library; 9) Cultural and Spiritual 
activities; and 10) Rehousing. 

Its services are also being extended to other 
slums of Kolkata such as Tiljola and Goabagan. 


Agricultural Training Centre 


Narendrapur was surrounded by agriculture- 
dependent villages. Routinely hit by calamities, 
their inhabitants were perennially suffering 
due to failed crops. Swami Lokeshwarananda 
thought of espousing their cause and doing 
something for the farmers. 

Demonstration of improved technology, par- 
ticularly growing new crops was started in col- 
laboration with District Agricultural authority. 
In 1961, a three-day workshop was organised 
by Narendrapur Ashrama on ‘Enhancement of 
Agricultural Production’ with the participation 
of the farmers of the neighbouring villages. Next 
year, it organised a large ‘Fair-cum-Live-Exhibi- 
tion of Agriculture’. Secretary, Department of 
Agriculture, Government of West Bengal came 
to visit the fair. Swami Lokeshwarnanda dis- 
cussed with him the possibility of establishing 
an Agriculture Institute at Narendrapur. 

The Government of India implemented the 
‘Community Development Project (CDP)’ in 
1952 manned by the BDO (Block Development 
Officer) and Village Level Workers (VLWs) 
under BDO. VLWs were the main implementing 
persons of various planned activities, primarily 
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Fishery, and 
the like at the village level. In West Bengal, these 
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VLWs were designated as ‘Gram Sevaks. How- 
ever, Gram Sevaks were in urgent need of training 
and education on modern concepts, technologies, 
and the like related to rural development. During 
the 1960s, like other states, West Bengal also was 
in the process of establishing Training Centres 
for capacity building of such VLW/Gram Sevaks. 

Eventually, Secretary, Department of Agri- 
culture, West Bengal, wrote a letter to Swami 
Lokeshwarananda on 1st September 1962, say- 
ing: ‘My dear Swamiji, kindly recall the discus- 
sion we had early this month regarding setting 
up of sponsored 2-Year Integrated Training 
Centre for village level workers and field work- 
ers of the Department of Agriculture, at Naren- 
drapur Ramakrishna Mission. 

Thus, in 1965, ‘Gram Sevak Training Centre 
(GSTC)’ was established at Narendrapur. The first 
course was started on 23 January 1965 with 44 
Gram Sevaks. After that, continuous courses were 
organised for farmers, youths, and others from 
different corners of West Bengal. Trainees from 
neighbouring states came for their capacity build- 
ing. Several groups of youths came from Bang- 
ladesh to be oriented with modern agricultural 
technologies. The newly constructed building 
of the “Gram Sevak Training Centre’ was inaug- 
urated by Revered Swami Vireshwaranandaji 
Maharaj, the roth President of the Ramakrishna 
Order, on 20 January 1967. During the 1970s, a 
modern Agricultural Implement workshop was 
established for training and demonstration of 
modern farm implements and machinery. 

In 1981, with the change in the dimension and 
approach of Indian agriculture, a big change was 
brought to all GSTCs. To give exclusive and greater 
emphasis on agricultural production to cope with 
the pressure of food requirements, the Gram Se- 
vaks were converted into the ‘Krshi Prayukti Sa- 
hayak (KPS)’ and the GSTCs were converted into 
the ‘Agricultural Training Centres’ (ATCs). 
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With the start of the new millennium, there 
came several changes in agricultural sectors, par- 
ticularly in the concept of Agricultural Extension 
and Management aspects, shifting from ‘produc- 
tion mode to market mode’ Asa result of sincere 
service to the farming community, ATC at Naren- 
drapur was given the responsibility of a state-level 
institute—‘State Agricultural Management and 
Extension Training Institute (SAMETI). 

In 2007-08, Academic course ‘Post Graduate 
Diploma in Agricultural Extension Manage- 
ment (PGDAEM)’ for the Government ex- 
tension functionaries was started. In 2012-13, 
ATC got the responsibility to start the ‘Agri- 
clinic-Agri-business Centre’ course to groom 
up entrepreneurship and business in agricul- 
tural sectors by the educated youths. In 2013- 
14, SAMETI was given the status of State Nodal 
Institute to start the 1-year Diploma course for 
the Input dealers (Diploma in Agricultural Ex- 
tension Services for Input dealers—DAESI). 
During 2016-17, the one-week short course on 
‘Skill Training for Rural Youth (STRY)’ was 
started in different districts under the guidance 
of SAMETI, Narendrapur, mainly to transform 
potential rural youths into Entrepreneurs. 

During 2016-17, the ATC was included in 
the “Universalisation of Soil Health Card’ pro- 
gramme and for its implementation, a new Soil 
Testing Laboratory with all modern equipment 
was installed. In 2017-18, the new ‘Integrated 
Farm Mechanisation Workshop’ was constructed 
with all types of modern agricultural implements 
and machinery for the training of Agri-mechan- 
ics and rural youths on ‘operation, maintenance, 
and repairing of modern machinery’. 


Education and Training of 
Farmers’ Children 


This is done by extending the Book Bank faci- 
lities in a somewhat bigger way with some 
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additional financial aid coming from large- 
hearted donors. Through the Book Bank, the 
students coming from 107 schools are helped 
with textbooks and other reading aids, such as 
dictionaries, and notebooks. 


Medicinal Plant Gardens 


There are 3 medicinal plant gardens. Out of these 
3 gardens, one is serving as the main display gar- 
den having over 200 species of medicinal plants. 
Most of the plants are being maintained in res- 
pective plots and each plot is provided with a 
label giving scientific and local names of the 
plant. These plants can be used to cure diseases. 


Ma Sarada Women Empowerment 
Programme 


Since 2009, this project has been serving with 
the mission of empowerment and development 
of rural women through Self-Help Groups. The 
disbursement of the fund is always done after a 
thorough scrutiny of the application forms of 
interested beneficiaries. Usually, they are entitled 
to form Self-Help Groups with 10-20 members 
among themselves. The financial support is 
extended towards different activities like Goat- 
ery, Poultry, Dairy, Piggery, Agricultural activ- 
ities, Sal leaf plate making, Small Business, and 
so on. The project covers the districts of Purulia, 
Birbhum, Burdwan, Murshidabad, Nadia, North 
24 paraganas, Bankura, and Paschim Medinipur 


of West Bengal. 


Charitable Dispensary and Hospital 


Patients receive Allopathy, Homoeopathy, and 
Ayurvedic treatments from these units. They 
also get the necessary diagnostic facilities. They 
are attended by qualified physicians. The Pan- 
chakarma unit offers Ayurvedic therapies like 
Vamana, Virechan, Vasti, Sirovirechan, and 
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Sri Ramakrishna in Global Perspective 


A Few Takeaways from Sri Ramakrishna’s Biographies 


Dr Ruchira Mitra 


T IS OUR GOOD FORTUNE that we find 
J =< of well written biographies of Sri 

Ramakrishna. In contrast, most other famous 
personalities are honoured with a couple of biog- 
raphies at the most! Sri Ramakrishna’s life was 
so extraordinary and unparalleled that very 
soon after his demise, it aroused the admira- 
tion, wonder, and reverence of distinguished 
European scholars of the nineteenth century, 
besides all sections of people in India. And, as a 
happy consequence of this adoration, his Indian 
disciples as well as Western intellectuals and a 
Nobel laureate in literature—all paid him their 
homage by penning his life story. Exposure to 
even a few of them shows the diversity of stand- 
points adopted by the authors, over and above 
their varying literary merit. 

There are reasons to study almost all the avail- 
able biographies of an eminent personality to get 
a complete picture. In a standard biography, we 
expect to find what is common knowledge: the 
whole picture as well as the prominent and sali- 
ent parts. Yet, many a time, such ground rules are 
deliberately ignored by the biographers, because 
they want to establish their own viewpoints. 
They unilaterally decide what is to be included 
and what is to be left out. They colour their pre- 
sentations by their individual perceptions, focus, 
and also by their choice of words and phrases. 
Therefore, it becomes a rewarding experience to 
read as many life stories as possible. 

As per the literary critics, any pure biog- 
raphy should give us a perfect picture of the 
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development of both the external and inner life 
of its subject. As it is, a biography of anyone is 
difficult to write. But a biography of a saint is the 
most difficult of all, because most of the events 
of a saint’s life is lived within—far from the gaze 
and even farther from the understanding of the 
rest of the world. Typically, the writers of these, 
especially unusual biographies, are lay people; 
and as such, it is difficult for them to delve deep 
into a saint’s mind, and portray him accurately. 
Hence, many a time such a biography tends to 
lose a balanced view, and becomes unalloyed 
exaltation of its subject. Such studies are often 
inspired by veneration, instead of deep under- 
standing. On the other hand, a detractor may 
write a saint’s biography in which he trivialises 
sublime ideals and transcendent thoughts; and 
the very purpose of composing such a life gets 
defeated. Again, while writing a biography of 
a renowned saint, sometimes the author shows 
a tendency to malign him. In recent times, this 
trend is on the rise, particularly by authors hail- 
ing from a different culture and religion. 
Keeping all these in mind, here we embark 
upon an overview of the world-renowned bio- 
graphies of Sri Ramakrishna. In this journey, we 
will come across all shades of viewpoints. 
Moreover, we will find that each biography 
is rich in literary values. Sri Ramakrishna’s bio- 
graphers, distinguished men of letters as they 
were, have really experimented with various lit- 
erary forms to tell the distinctive story of his 
exalted life. Akshay Kumar Sen’s Sri Ramakrishna 


382 


36 Prabuddha Bharata 


Punthi completely versifies the story in old Ben- 
gali ‘kathakata tradition. Dhan Gopal Mukherji’s 
The Face of Silence is exquisite poetry in prose— 
the expression of the author’s artistic mind and 
personal spiritual quest. M-s Svi Sri Ramakrishna 
Kathamrita is in the form of a narration inter- 
cepted with conversations. The structure of 
Swami Saradananda’s Svi Sri Ramakrishna Leela 
Prasanga is momentous in its approach. Swami 
Chetanananda’s and Swami Nikhilananda’s bio- 
graphies are translations—again an important 
literary device. Lex Hixon’s Great Swan is a dia- 
logue. In Ramakrishna and His Disciples, Chris- 
topher Isherwood interprets Sri Ramakrishna as a 
phenomenon. Richard Schiffman’s Prophet for the 
New Age is more in a formal biography pattern, or 
as the publisher notes, ‘a study. As a result, each 
of Sri Ramakrishna’s biographies is unique in its 
own way, inviting us to enjoy a rich fare! 


The Genesis: Contemporary First-hand 
Eye-witness Accounts and Assessments 


Initially, Sri Ramakrishna’s influence on the 
Brahmos acted as the genesis of subsequent litera- 
ture based on his life and teachings. The Brahmos 
introduced Sri Ramakrishna to the liberal intel- 
lectual elite of Calcutta and, through them, to 
India and the world. Previously, Sri Ramakrishna 
was known to many spiritual aspirants as a highly 
evolved God-loving soul. But the general public 
at large was as yet unaware of him. The Brahmo 
leader Keshav Chandra Sen wrote the first art- 
icle on him with the title ‘4 Hindu Sainr in the 
Indian Mirror. Keshav proclaimed to the world: 


We met Paramahamsa of Dakshineswar not long 
ago and were charmed by the depth, penetration, 
and simplicity of his spirit. The never-ceasing 
metaphors and analogies in which he indulged 
are as apt as they are beautiful. The characteris- 
tics of his mind are very opposite to those of Pan- 
dit Dayananda Saraswati, the former being too 
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gentle, tender, and contemplative, as the latter is 

sturdy, masculine, and polemical. ... Hinduism 

must have in it a deep source of beauty, truth, 
and goodness to inspire such men as these.” 

The Paramahamsa of Dakshineswar is no 
ordinary man. There is no one as great as he 
on earth. He is so beautiful, so extraordinary, 
he must be preserved with the greatest care. If 
this is not done, he will not survive—he must 
be preserved the way a beautiful and valuable 
article is kept in a glass case.” 

This was an auspicious start indeed! 

Pratap Chandra Majumdar wrote the first 
English biography of Sri Ramakrishna, entitled 
‘Paramahamsa Sreemat Ramakrishna in the 
Theistic Quarterly Review |October 1879]. This 
striking article played a vital role in introducing 
Sri Ramakrishna to Westerners like the German 
Indologist Max Muller. The long article has 
been reprinted in Bridge to Eternity [published 
by Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata], and thus made 
available for modern day readers. He wrote: 


His religion is his only recommendation. And 
what is his religion? It is Hinduism, but, Hin- 
duism ofa strange type. Ramkrishna Paramhansa 
(for that is the saint’s name) is the worshipper of 
no particular Hindu God. He is not a Shaivaite, 
he is not a Shakta, he is not a Vaishnava, he is 
not a Vedantist. Yet he is all these. He worships 
Shiva, he worships Kali, he worships Rama, he 
worships Krishna, and is a confirmed advocate 
of Vedantist doctrines. He is an idolater and is 
yet a faithful and most devoted meditator of the 
perfections of the one, formless, infinite Deity 
whom he terms ‘Akhanda Sachchidananda’. 


Pandit Shivanath Shastri, another Brahmo 
stalwart, recorded his reminiscences of Sri Rama- 
krishna in his book Men I Have Seen [1919; pub- 
lished by Sadharan Brahmo Samaj]. He observed: 


I was convinced that he was no longer a sadhak 
or a devotee under exercise, but was a siddha 
purusha or one who had attained direct vision 
of spiritual truth. ... My acquaintance with 
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him, though short, was fruitful by strengthen- 
ing many a spiritual thought in me. ... He was 
certainly one of the most memorable personal- 
ities I have come across in life. 


Biographies in Bengali followed. Girish- 
chandra Sen wrote two booklets in Bengali on 
Sri Ramakrishna entitled Paramahamser Ukti 
[1878] and Sankshipta Jivani. Now these two 
booklets have been combined together with 
the name Adi Kathamrita [1983] published by 
Ananya Prakashan, Calcutta. The first half of 
the book is in the form of question-answers 
with Sri Ramakrishna; and the second half com- 
prises his life and a compilation of articles on 
him, previously published in the Brahmo jour- 
nals. It is claimed in the preface of the book that 
the original book was sent to Max Muller who 
needed material for his article on Ramakrishna. 
This book is a good guide to the readers who 
are curious to know how Sri Ramakrishna was 
viewed by his contemporary educated class. 

These life sketches and articles on Sri Rama- 
krishna by the Brahmos are contemporary re- 
cords of his life and teachings. Hence, they are 
authentic, genuine, and reliable: first, because, 
coming from men of repute, they had ready read- 
ers; and secondly, because they were immediately 
verifiable by cross checking with the other wit- 
nesses and people who knew Sri Ramakrishna 
first-hand. This aspect of a saint’s authentic life- 
story is indeed rare in spiritual literature. More- 
over, coming as they are from the pens of erudite 
scholars and the elite of the society, these writ- 
ings are valuable pieces of literature too. Thus, 
the Brahmo writings get the credit of originating 
the vast Ramakrishna literature. 

During Sri Ramakrishna’s lifetime itself, apart 
from the writings of the Brahmos, two remarkable 
books were written in Bengali by Sri Ramakrishna’s 
householder devotees in the 1880s. One of them 
was Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsadeber Jiban 
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Vrittanta by Ram Chandra Datta. Ram Chan- 
dra was a qualified physician holding the posts of 
Government Chemical Examiner and Professor 
of the military students of Calcutta Medical Col- 
lege. His book hails Sri Ramakrishna’s marvel- 
lous spiritual journey leading to the fulfilment of 
spiritual aspirations of countless men and women; 
and proves that this life becomes more interesting 
when it comes from the lips of people who were in 
close contact with him and whose lives changed 
because of his grace. This original Bengali bio- 
graphy is published by Sri Ramakrishna Math, 
Yogodyan. And the English rendering of this early 
biography of Sri Ramakrishna, under the title, The 
Life Story of Sri Ramakrishna, has been published 
by Advaita Ashrama. 

The other one was Paramahamsa Srimad 
Ramatkrishner Upadesh by Suresh Chandra 
Datta, an official in the British Government. 
Actually, both Ramchandra and Suresh Chandra 
took active parts in spreading Sri Ramakrishna’s 
life and message during his life time. Later, 
Suresh Chandra wrote a number of booklets on 
the saint such as Sri Ramakrishna Samalochana, 
Bhagavan Ramakrishna and the Brahmo Samaj, 
Sri Ramakrishna Leelamrita, and Sadhak Saha- 
char. Nowadays, these books are not much in 
circulation, but still available in some Rama- 
krishna Math libraries. 

As years rolled by, after his passing away in 
1886, Sri Ramakrishna’s impact through litera- 
ture widened and deepened. 


Akshay Kumar Sen’s 
‘Sri Ramakrishna Punthi’ (1895) 
[Published by Udbodhan Karyalaya, Calcutta; 


trans. 4 Portrait of Sri Ramakrishna (1998), pub. 
RMIC, Calcutta. | 


Sri Ramakrishna Punthi, popularly known as 
Punthi, is an important book written in Ben- 


gali by Sri Ramakrishna’s devotee Akshay Kumar 
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Sen. Sen writes the story 
completely in verse fol- 
lowing the old Bengali 
‘kathakata’ style, meant 
to be read out to devotees 
in village parlours. Writ- 


, ten in ‘a spirit of complete 
dedication, unreserved 
faith, and intense devo- 
tion, the author describes 
every aspect of Sri Ram- 


akrishna’s life chrono- 
Nala ck ot ee a 


pei 


~ logically, beginning from 
his birth to the final mo- 
ments of his life. So, this is a complete biography 
of Sri Ramakrishna. Sen wrote it based on his per- 


Akshay Kumar Sen 


sonal experiences and events that he witnessed in 
addition to accounts provided by Sri Ramakrish- 
na’s relatives and contemporaries. Sen’s style of 
writing—relating an event in the Master’s life and 
then giving a devotional and often, philosophical 
interpretation to it — makes this book unique 
and gives the reader an opportunity to become 
absorbed in that moment of the Master’s life. 

The author comments in his introduction to 
Punthi: “Nobody can precisely describe the divine 
play of the Master with his devotees or the fun 
enjoyed mutually. Only a hint can be suggested. 
Yet the descriptions of Sri Ramakrishna given by 
Sen are both unique and unparalleled in their 
detail and spiritual insight. Sri Ramakrishna’s fre- 
quent transcendental experiences are described 
and interpreted in the light of Vedanta. How 
Sri Ramakrishna’ divinity was manifested step 
by step is explained in relationship to his divine 
play with the devotees. The author is often highly 
emotional, either in exaggeration of praise or de- 
nouncement of certain persons. This exaggera- 
tion is noticed even in his use of numbers: as in 
‘crores, ‘millions, etc. This is in typical tradition 
of chronicling a saint’s life, with the sole intention 
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of eliciting devotion from the readers rather than 
strict adherence to actual facts and figures. 

The original work is a long epic poem of 639 
pages. It is divided into five parts and has ninety- 
one chapters. Each chapter begins with a short 
verse on Sri Ramakrishna. Over two hundred per- 
sons are introduced by the author. Swami Viveka- 
nanda extolled this book in no uncertain terms: 
“Through his pen Sri Ramakrishna is manifesting 
himself! ... I cannot tell in words the joy I have 
experienced by reading his book. ... Ask Akshay 
to go from village to village to preach. ... Akshay 
is the future apostle for the masses of Bengal?* 

This book is so unique in its use of language 
that even after a hundred years of its publica- 
tion, it remained un-translated. Then in 1998, 
the English translation in prose A Portrait of Sri 
Ramakrishna came out. This has been edited by 
Amrita M Salm, Satchidananda Dhar, and Prasun 
Kumar De, and is faithful to the original in every 
way; except that the translation is done in prose. 
The translator explains the choice of title as ‘it is 
the portrait of Sri Ramakrishna as painted by his 
disciple, Akshay Kumar Sen’ It is a worthy trans- 
lation of Sri Ramakrishna Punthi. It is a boon for 
non-Bengali devotees of Sri Ramakrishna, who 
for a hundred years have only heard Punthi'’s glory, 
but could not taste it. In addition to the Gospel of 
Sri Ramakrishna and Sri Ramakrishna Leela Pra- 
sanga, this book is sometimes considered to be a 
complementary work since it illustrates the life of 
Sri Ramakrishna as written by one of his holuse- 
holder disciples. This is out and out a work of 
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deep devotion with high literary merit. oS 


(To be continued) 
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How Does Sri Ramakrishna 
Transform One’s Life? 


Srinivasan Raghuraman 


OW DOES SRI RAMAKRISHNA trans- 

form one’s life? Since its inception 

in 1897 by Swami Vivekananda, the 
Ramakrishna Mission has blossomed into a mas- 
sive organisation involved actively in furthering 
spirituality, education, and service for countless 
masses the world over. Much, if not all, of the 
core values and efforts of the Mission, find roots 
in the life of Sri Ramakrishna. For many, being 
a member of or one closely involved with the 
Ramakrishna Mission would probably mean, at 
the minimum, a working knowledge and under- 
standing of the life of Sri Ramakrishna. In a 
sense, it is then prudent to ask how the know- 
ledge of the life of this great saint transforms 
one’s life. I will attempt to provide a perspective, 
my own perspective, on this. 

To aid in my exposition, I will be using four 
verses composed by me in Sanskrit. The text of 
the article comments, contextualises and elabo- 
rates on the content of the verses, but I also in- 
clude the literal translations of the verses for the 
reader’s ease and reference. 


ayy fe Tapa aes Gores 
GaN eTAR eM scrakaatatHp]e teal 


fea 7 led eT ofquiaeaeed TH 
AAR RA CTIEA RATS TA 
deqeaardaqaited & wat J FH agit gf 
TEA HTT TCHRATI ATLA FARIA TA 
F AIGA oT eae 
frqadaedan f& aat 
Aya dW fe haenaedaraagt PA I 
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O! Hear the effect of listening to the high and 
pure life of Sri Ramakrishna, to one whose 
family is filled with knowers of the life of one 
who attained and taught eternal bliss, 

For while the eating of something sweet may 
be the giver of complete joy, the joy of seeing 
the eater of something sweet experiencing com- 
plete joy is yet another; 

Through that seeing is known what is sweet 
and what is not, and beyond that, with authority 
is known the existence of something sweet, 

And even further beyond that is known the 
non-existence of anything that is not sweet, 
here and beyond—thus, there is something 
sweet, nothing but that something sweet, and 
only that unending intense sweetness of that 
something sweet forever and ever. 


I must confess at the outset that Iam no expert 
on the life of Sri Ramakrishna. But I am ever so 
fortunate to have come in contact with and learn 
from those far more knowledgeable than I in this 
regard. And there you have it—the first way in 
which the knowledge of the life of Sri Ramakrishna 
transforms one’s life—it turns one into an unwit- 
ting beacon of knowledge that attracts and entices 
others also to learn from one’s life. And so, my 
perspective is from the point of view of someone 
who has managed to find a Vedanta family com- 
prising people who know and study the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna, a saint who attained and preached 
the highest form of peace and salvation. But if I 
am not an expert on the life of Sri Ramakrishna, 
would my perspective be accurate? Or, complete? 
Well, that is a good question, isn’t it? But, consider 
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this analogy. While biting into a delicious sweet 
might be the only way to truly experience the total 
joy and pleasure that it offers, bearing witness to 
one who is truly experiencing that joy is a source 
of some joy as well. Now, this joy might be differ- 
ent or less intense or incomplete when compared 
to the experience itself. But, it is still something. 
It is something that will potentially bring about 
the desire to actually bite into that sweet one day 
and truly experience that joy for oneself. For most, 
who are yet unenlightened, knowing the life of the 
great saints and mystics such as Sri Ramakrishna, 
is to bear witness, directly or indirectly, to one 
who truly experienced the highest joy, the high- 
est peace. And, to hear about the joys of bearing 
witness to such an experience is to bear witness 
to those experiencing another kind of joy, which 
in turn brings about its own kind of joy, perhaps 
one that lures someone into learning more about 
the lives of such saints. And thus this chain goes 
on and on, positively reinforcing itself, and in 
a broader sense, serves as an allegory to an un- 
breakable uniting force that pervades our exis- 
tence, constantly inspiring and drawing attention 
to itself. 

From such an observational standpoint itself, it 
becomes clear that the knowledge of the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna transforms one’s life—one becomes 
aware and cognizant of what is ¢rwly sweet (that 
is, a source of that untainted joy) and what is not. 
More importantly, one becomes convinced of the 
existence of that which is sweet, which as alluded 
to before, becomes the basis of one’s desire for the 
same, the basis that it exists and that it is attain- 
able. Sri Ramakrishna quite literally taught that 
all can become enlightened, that everyone can be- 
come a yogi. That all could experience that bound- 
less as well as bondless joy that he experienced. 
And finally, to further push the boundaries on 
how the knowledge of the life of Sri Ramakrishna 


transforms one’s life, one also becomes convinced 
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of the non-existence of that which is not truly 
sweet. That all that exists is a source of that bound- 
less joy, and that all else is merely illusory. 

I would like to pause here and note that while 
some of these observations may seem philosoph- 
ical or abstract, their impact on one’s life is very 
concrete. To put it rather bluntly, the knowledge 
of the life of Sri Ramakrishna changes how one 
approaches life—its ups and downs, its mo- 
ments of happiness and sorrow. It enables one 
to dig deeper and find the true source of one’s 
permanent joy, joy that is unaffected by life’s 
ups and downs. It enables one to realise the true 
joy, which is untethered, unyielding, and undi- 
minishing. And bearing witness to even a mo- 
ment of one’s adherence to even the belief of that 
reality serves as a powerful magnetic attractive 
force that speaks to that very same reality within 
each and every one of us. In this way, the know- 
ledge of the life of Sri Ramakrishna transforms 
the lives of many, if not all, of us. All the acts of 
kindness and service that the Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion undertakes, promotes, and inspires, stem in 
a very concrete way from this transformation, 
which in turn fosters and results in more. 


amy] fe THpMTaR Tas Aaa Sorat 
SlsA TUR eLAT AAT AHA LERTAT 


feared Feralas 
A MSHTEATA I FIFA Y 


fro ger gaging 
PAS J seisAtetHe FS AT 

AA GIA AAT AayT ll 
O! Hear the effect of listening to the high and 
pure life of Sri Ramakrishna, that reveals the 
great secret that renders the murmur of leaves 
and the roar of thunder the same, 


Prabuddha Bharata March 2023 


How Does Sri Ramakrishna Transform One's Life? A 


Since time immemorial, the following ques- 
tions have been in the mind of man—what is it 
that calms the senses—and what is that whirlpool 
so strong and intolerable that stirs up the senses? 

Confusion is indeed the work of She who 
bewitches the mind, that great Devi, Mother 
Durgi—indeed, She is the one who calms the 
senses, the one who stirs the senses, and the creator 
of the great and intolerable sorrow and happiness, 

For She is the one who takes the form of 
sorrow and happiness, and She is the one who 
takes the form of tranquility—She is the one 
who bewitches the entire world—there is none 
above Her, and there is none other than She. 


But, how exactly does the knowledge of the 
life of Sri Ramakrishna change one’s approach 
towards life? How does one then perceive the 
ups and downs of life? How does one transcend 
the moments of happiness and sorrow? Equa- 
nimity is the key. Equanimity lets one treat the 
whispers of the leaves fluttering in the wind and 
the roar of thunder and lightning equally. Equa- 
nimity paves the way for one to calm the tem- 
pestuous raging waves of one’s mind and forever 
embrace the serene quietude within. But what 
is the secret to such equanimity? This is another 
way in which the knowledge of the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna transforms one’s life—it preaches 
and teaches the secret to equanimity. 

From times bygone, we wonder, what it is that 
would finally allow for the cessation of the waves 
of the mind and the senses. We wonder, what it is 
that is so strong and unbearable like a whirlpool, 
that it sucks us in and constantly stirs and dis- 
turbs our mind and senses. The active energy and 
dynamism that seemingly uncontrollably ravishes 
our mind and senses is the same active dynamic 
force that pervades our existence. It is this force 
that seemingly bewitches our mind and stirs up 
our senses. It eventually leads one to seemingly 
experience great and unbearable sorrow and hap- 
piness. However, it is also the very same force 
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that eventually enables the cessation of waves 
of thoughts in our mind, and leads to rest and 
quietude of our senses. Just as light has a role to 
play in both the illumination and darkness, the 
creative dynamic force rocks our mind and senses 
and brings them back home, repeatedly. 

Many a time, this creative aspect of the Divine 
is referred to as Mother, Devi. It is She who mani- 
fests as happiness and sorrow. It is She who is that 
eternal inner peace. It is She who bewitches the 
world, the creation stemming out of Her creative 
and dynamic force. How does one find equanimity 
in the face of a force as strong as Her? In a sense, 
She is also the secret to equanimity. She is the phe- 
nomenon that unifies all of our experiences, our 
ups and downs. She is the key, the path to equani- 
mity. I mean, it isan obvious observation. But what 
does this mean? Concretely, the path to equanim- 
ity would be to surrender, truly surrender, to Her. 

That is how the knowledge of the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna transforms one’s life—we begin to 
truly surrender to a higher ideal, to firmly believe 
that Mother is watching over us and will take care 
of everything. Such a belief begets equanimity. For 
what is there to fear or worry about? Mother is 
watching, and Mother will take care of it, right? 
And now, even this concrete path towards equa- 
nimity seems all too simplified. The key is in truly 
surrendering, in truly believing. Sometimes, it is 
easier to do something if we see someone else doing 
it and then do it. While it might teach us how to 
do it, it teaches us something more important— 
that it can be done. It fosters the belief that it can be 
done. The knowledge of the life of Sri Ramakrishna 


teaches one to surrender, and to believe. 


fealeasaer dgarta 4 a daar fe srreftaa 

qretitarqKeaagweaag 
Wu fe ats- 

fa 4 USS Sealed dared Taha AT 

fe Saghad supa g waded aedat Hata ahs aT | 
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aa We FJ A Ral J aT TASTY FY 
aledd: 


Day after day, the confusion of the mind that 
targets one object after another is the work of 
that Mother of the entire world, for each of the 
objects is She—She is truly something else, and 
She is truly beyond all. 

The voice in the mind that says that a choice 
would be the best one is She, and the voice in 
the mind that says that another choice would 
be the best is also She. 

Thus, the choice is She, the giver of the 
choice is also She, the confusion born out of 
being presented a choice is also She, and in the 
end, after considering all the pros and cons, the 
immense satisfaction that arises out of making 
the choice is also She. 

And so, the whole world is indeed the end- 
less elaborate play of my Mother—Salutations 
to my true Mother who was situated in Sri 
Ramakrishna’s eye and worshipped in His heart. 
How does one who has surrendered to 

Mother see life, see its ups and downs? Every 
day we are faced with a multitude of choices. 
This! That! No! Confusion. Indecision. Anxi- 
ety. Misery. One who has surrendered to Mother 
sees all of it as Her divine play. The creative force 
of confusion that simply spawns more thoughts 
and feelings is part of Her divine play. These 
contenders in every choice we make, are merely 
characters and props in Her divine creation. The 
internal voice which says that one of the choices 
is definitely the best choice to make is part of the 
script. As is the internal voice which says that the 
other choice would inarguably be a better one. 
In this way, one sees that the choice which one 
is seemingly presented with is part of Her divine 
play, the choice itself is created through Her 
creative force as a part of Her divine creation, the 
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confusion that arises out of being presented with 
such a choice is also born as a part of Her divine 
play, and finally, the potential satisfaction and 
peace that arises in one’s mind as a result of care- 
fully weighing the options, pros and cons, and 
making a choice is also part of Her divine play. 
In this way, one who has surrendered to 
Mother sees only Her and Her divine creation 
and play when one looks at our world, our state 
of existence. One only sees Her at work in sheer, 
unimaginable, and indescribable grandeur. That is 
what Sri Ramakrishna saw. As I have learnt from 
my Vedanta family, we may all be living in the same 
world, but we may not be seeing or experiencing 
the same world. Clearly, when Sri Ramakrishna 
looked out at the world, all he saw was his Divine 
Mother at work, his Mother painting the canvas of 
Her creation with opulent hues, bright and shim- 
mering. Sri Ramakrishna had his Mother in his 
heart, in his mind’s eye, and truly worshipped Her. 
Her, who is his Mother, who is my Mother, who 
is the Mother of us all. Salutations to Mother! It 
is by surrendering to Her that one finds equani- 
mity, and the highest form of peace and joy that 
arises from it. The knowledge of the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna teaches one to surrender to Mother. 


sy fe Tapa Aa Saas 
BR BR Rt fl id . 


O! Hear the effect of listening to the high and 
pure life of Sri Ramakrishna, the effect of being 
shown the Truth by throwing light on the view of 
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the earth that is the eternal union of Siva and Siva. 

Siva and Siva are united, functioning to- 
gether just as two hands come together to clap— 
Siva is the Mother who through Her playful and 
persuasive music, draws out the dance of Siva 
who serves as an excellent seat for the throne of 
Mother—Siva lolling, quietly, in secret, at the 
base of all, remains at the cadence of the persua- 
sion of Mother’s wondrous melody. 

Mother creates both diversity and unity—in 
existence, She is Siva; Similarly, Siva forms the 
base for unity and diversity, being the substrate 
of our existence. 

Siva is my Mother, and Siva is that which is 
truly sweet; the life of Sri Ramakrishna is in- 
deed truly sweet. Listen to that story of Moth- 
er’s child, Sri Ramakrishna! 


And out of this surrender is born the ability 
to see the world, a little closer to how Sri Rama- 
krishna and other great saints and mystics saw it. 
A constant balance of yin and yang, perhaps, if 1 
may say so. Aside from the dynamic and active 
creative force of Mother, Devi, or Siva, stands 
Siva, the base or substrate for that creative force. 
These two interdependent and interconnected 
aspects of reality, ever together, engulf the en- 
tire existence and one begins to bear witness to 
reality in this form, in its rue form. The know- 
ledge of the life of Sri Ramakrishna focusses the 
light of truth on this form of reality. 

Siva and Siva are forever one, united. Siva is 
the Mother who through Her playful and per- 
suasive music, draws out the celestial dance of 
Siva who serves as an excellent seat for the throne 
of Mother. Siva lolling, quietly, in secret, at the 
base of all, serves to remain at the cadence of the 
persuasion of Mother’s wondrous melody. And 
so, just as two hands come together to clap, Siva 
and Siva, the seemingly two truly as one pervade 
our existence, bringing it to life in all its glory, 
while being rooted in the substrate that lets it all 
happen. Mother brings out diversity from the 
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one and unity in the many. In existence, She is 
Mother, She is Siva. In the same vein, a dual view 
suggests that Siva forms the base for the ove and 
the many, for unity and diversity, the substrate of 
our existence. Siva is my Mother, and Siva is that 
which is zruly sweet, eternal bliss. The knowledge 
of the life of Sri Ramakrishna teaches one to see 
the world a little closer to how Sri Ramakrishna 
and other great saints and mystics saw it. That life 
of one of Mother's children, Sri Ramakrishna, is 
indeed truly sweet. The knowledge of the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna transforms one’s life for the better. 

I would like to conclude by noting that the 
Ramakrishna Mission does so many wonderful 
and impactful things in our society the world 
over today. It would be impossible to talk about 
all the ways in which the Mission and its acti- 
vities influence, shape, and transform the lives of 
many. This is why I chose to pick one aspect, in my 
mind, a central and important aspect. The know- 
ledge of the life of Sri Ramakrishna, as we saw 
above, indeed transforms one’s own life, and the 
Ramakrishna Mission which has been founded on 
the same principles does the same. It attracts the 
company of the pure by appealing to the common 
reality that pervades us all. It beseeches one to look 
deeper and aim for the highest in life, spiritual 
and otherwise. It teaches equanimity, strength in 
the face of turmoil, and humility in the face of 
success. It teaches respect and reverence for some- 
thing larger than oneself. It teaches us that no mat- 
ter however unlikely it may seem, underpinning 
this apparently foregone world filled with horrors 
unspeakable and atrocities galore, is an eternal, 
ethereal, beautiful, breathtaking reality that is bliss 
and bliss alone. That the reality that underpins the 
human spirit is bliss and bliss alone. 

Ihave no doubt that all those, including myself, 
fortunate to have crossed paths in some way, shape 
or form with the Ramakrishna Mission, find our 
lives having been transformed for the better. © 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Huge IT Lay-offs 


HE YEAR 2023 STARTED WITH bad 
news in corporate circles, especially in 
the IT sector. IT giants like Twitter, Meta 

(Facebook), Amazon, Google, IBM, and others 
have laid off nearly 1.5 lakh employees and are 
expected to lay off hundreds more later this 
year. These lay-offs, according to the reports, 
surpass those that happened during the great 
economic recession of 2008-09. It also has 
been found that around 1,400 tech companies 
have sacked over 2 lakh employees since the 
onset of Covid-19. 

The reasons for such large-scale lay-offs are 
many. The main factor is the continuing eco- 
nomic slowdown, which has forced the tech 
companies to prune their workforce. However, 
one tragedy that has emerged is the fact that 
these companies have no respect for the loy- 
alty shown by their employees, among whom, 
many have spent 20 years of their lives working 
for them. Many are angry at the companies like 
Google, which has laid off a sizeable number 
of their employees despite posting a mammoth 
17 billion dollars net profit in the September 
2022 quarter. These workers were removed all 
of a sudden without any prior intimation. The 
main question is: ‘When a company does not 
value loyalty, then, why should the employees 
be loyal?’ 

Some people suggest that it is high time that 
employees should be prudent to care for their 
earnings rather than the company, and stop 
glorifying the company’s work culture. These 
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lay-offs have caused rude shock among thou- 
sands of loyal employees, who were proud of 
belonging to a great institution, which they 
thought valued merit over profit. Also, a kind 
of fear psychosis is sweeping among the workers 
due to the impending loss of livelihood. 

These companies were known for their leader- 
ship, governance, and technical craft. However, 
economic consideration overpowered these vir- 
tues causing suffering to thousands of talented, 
skilled, experienced, and meritorious workers. 

The anxiety due to the uncertainty of living 
conditions is one of the banes of modern society. 
The craze for opulence and quick money had 
pushed many meritorious people to work for 
giant IT companies. But now they are forced to 
pay a heavy price in terms of job loss, which has 
caused them widespread stress and anxiety. 

Swami Vivekananda says in this regard: 
‘Every pleasure with which we supply a man 
may be seen to be momentary. No one can per- 
manently cure this ever-recurring fever of plea- 
sure and pain. Can any permanent happiness be 
given to the world? In the ocean we cannot raise 
a wave without causing a hollow somewhere else. 
(‘Karma Yoga’; Complete Works, 1.111) 

Vedanta stands for the Reality, which is per- 
manent and everlasting, which alone ends the 
uncertainty of empirical existence. So, a spiritual 
perspective of life can only be the lasting remedy 
for the fleeting enjoyments of life that cause in- 
tense misery and ever increasing anxiety that the 
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modern people are being burdened with. © 
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YUVA BHARATA (Youth Forum) 7 


Inquiry into Atman: 
The Foundation of Leadership 


Venkat R Krishnan 


Two Types of Knowledge 

NOWLEDGE CONSISTS OF TWO PARTS. 

Studying the world as an object is the 

first half of knowledge. We use the word 
‘thing’ to refer to an object in this world. Chairs, 
tables, trees, plants, the sun, the moon, the stars, 
and so on—are all things or physical objects. This 
is physical science or the knowledge of sensory 
data, objective data brought by the senses from 
the world outside. This is called materialism, or 
lower knowledge. However, this does not en- 
compass the whole of experience.’ 

Materialists are glued only to those reali- 
ties that the senses reveal. Materialism is where 
knowledge is confined only to the external world, 
and to whatever comes out of sensory observa- 
tion alone. An attitude with which we study only 
things revealed by the senses without taking into 
view anything else is called a positivistic attitude. 
Science in general is wider in scope than science 
merely dealing with matter (ibid., 17). 

To deal with the human being merely as a 
material object similar to a machine will not 
help us to understand the various phenomena 
coming out of that being. We cannot explain all 
behaviour merely based on the physical body. 
Behind the brain that is visible and tangible, 
there is something intangible and subtle. That is 
called the mind. Now, mind is not a thing that 
can be observed by the physical senses. It is be- 
yond sensory observation (ibid., 20). 

Arthur Eddington, a professor of astronomy and 
experimental philosophy, provided an interesting 
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example. Suppose a scientist casts a net into the 
ocean and brings up a fishy assortment. Surveying 
his catch, he generalises that no sea creature is less 
than two inches long. This is true of his catch. But 
one may object that the generalisation is wrong by 
claiming: “There are plenty of sea-creatures under 
two inches long, only your net is not adapted to 
catch them. The scientist dismisses this objection 
saying: “What my net cannot catch is not fish? The 
catch stands for the body of knowledge that con- 
stitutes physical science, and the net for the sensory 
and intellectual equipment used in obtaining it 
It is not wise to rush to the conclusion that 
there is nothing except what we see with our five 
senses. Swami Vivekananda opines: 
We only know the universe from the point of 
view of beings with five senses. Suppose we ob- 
tain another sense, the whole universe must 
change for us. Suppose we had a magnetic sense, 
it is quite possible that we might then find mil- 
lions and millions of forces in existence that we 
do not now know, and for which we have no 
present sense or feeling. Our senses are limited, 
very limited indeed; and within these limita- 
tions exists what we call our universe.” 
When we study objects in physical science, 
a question arises about the subject, the one that 
studies, and the observer that observes. Turning 
our searchlight in that direction is the second half 
of knowledge. The idea is to ask what this human 
being is as the subject, as the knower. A new tool 
is needed to probe into this field, using subjective 
data from subjective experience, since one can- 
not know the knower. This cannot be studied 
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objectively like studying the world of objects. This 
is also a science, a study of that, which impinges 
upon us at the sensory level, coming from beyond 
that level. This is called self-inquiry, spirituality, 
or higher knowledge. Swami Ranganathananda 
provides a compelling argument about how the 
latest scientific discoveries have made it grossly 
inadequate and unscientific to confine oneself to 
only the lower knowledge. Upanishads are the 
seminal texts for higher knowledge.’ 

Seer-seen discrimination is the most funda- 
mental approach in the inquiry of the Atman, 
the real Self, the subject. The subject has to be 
different from the object for perception to take 
place. Tables, chairs, and our garments are ob- 
jects perceived by us, the subject. Similarly, our 
physical body is also an object perceived by us, 
the subject. Hence we, the perceiver, cannot be 
the physical body, the perceived. Similarly, we 
are aware of our thoughts and feelings. Hence, 
we are not the subtle body that includes the 
mind and intellect, but we are the one who is 
aware of them. Swami Vivekananda points out: 

The body is not the Real Man, neither is the 
mind, for the mind waxes and wanes. It is the 
Spirit beyond (the Atman), which alone can 
live forever. The body and mind are continu- 
ally changing, and are, in fact, only names of 
a series of changeful phenomena, like rivers 
whose waters are in a constant state of flux, yet 
presenting the appearance of unbroken streams. 
Every particle in this body is continually chang- 
ing; no one has the same body for many min- 
utes together, and yet we think of it as the same 
body. So with the mind; one moment it is 
happy, another moment unhappy; one moment 
strong, another weak; an ever-changing whirl- 
pool. That cannot be the Spirit (the Atman, the 
real human being), which is infinite.” 

The Atman never comes nor goes, is never 
born nor dies. It is nature moving before the 
Atman, and the reflection of this motion is on 
the Atman; and the Atman ignorantly thinks 
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it is moving, and not nature. When the Atman 
thinks that, it is in bondage; but when it comes 
to find it never moves, that it is omnipresent, 
then freedom comes.° 


An understanding of leadership is possible, 
only through an inquiry into the Atman. Treat- 
ing others as objects—as the body-mind complex— 
is power and not leadership. An inquiry into the 
Atman provides a basis for moral leadership and 
authentic transformational leadership. A sense of 
solidarity or oneness with all beings is an imme- 
diate outcome of an inquiry into the Atman, and 
taking followers closer to this state of oneness is 
moral leadership. This transformational leader- 
ship is but enhanced oneness. 


Understanding Leadership 


‘Leadership is one of the most observed and least 
understood phenomena on earth.” The lack of 
understanding about leadership is possible be- 
cause of confusing it with power. Most people who 
claim to be leaders are actually power-holders only. 
Power is a relationship that seeks to address 
the goals of only the power-wielder. On the 
other hand, leadership over human beings is ex- 
ercised when persons with certain motives and 
purposes mobilise resources so as to arouse, en- 
gage, and satisfy the motives of followers. “This 
is done in order to realise goals mutually held by 
both leaders and followers’ (ibid., 18). Leaders 
lead other human beings, not things. “To con- 
trol things—tools, mineral resources, money, 
energy—is an act of power, not leadership, for 
things have no motives. Power wielders may treat 
people as things. Leaders may not’ (ibid.). 
Those who have limited themselves only to ma- 
terialism can only be power-holders and can never 
understand leadership. They see human beings as 
nothing more than the body-mind complex, and 
their dealings with human beings are no differ- 
ent from their dealings with non-human beings. 
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They treat human beings as things, and as objects 
to be used. They refuse to give any importance to 
the fact that human beings think and question. 
The table, the chairs, and the sun do not question. 
This is power, or sometimes called management 
as contrasted with leadership. Managers manage 
things, but leaders lead human beings. 
Spirituality is a prerequisite for understanding 
leadership. Human beings are not just physical 
and subtle bodies (body, mind, and intellect), 
which are objects that can be perceived or sensed. 
The real human being is the subject, the Atman. 
Seeing others as something more than the body- 
mind complex is the foundation of leadership. 
It is not possible to understand leadership with- 
out an inquiry into the Atman. Many leadership 
authors and practitioners across the world are 
groping in the dark because of their total ignor- 
ance about the very existence of the Atman. 


Transformational Leadership 


James MacGregor Burns defined leadership as in- 
ducing followers to pursue common or at least 
joint purposes that represent the values and mo- 
tivations of both leaders and followers (ibid., 19). 
The problem of addressing the values of both lead- 
ers and followers could be handled in two ways. 
Burns termed the first one as transactional leader- 
ship and the second as transforming or transform- 
ational leadership. Transactional leadership, which 
involves an exchange of valued things, is based on 
the current values and motivations of both leaders 
and followers. Transformational leadership, on the 
other hand, does not take the current values and 
motivations to be fixed, but rather seeks to change 
them. According to Burns, transformational lead- 
ership ‘occurs when one or more persons engage 
with others in such a way that leaders and follow- 
ers raise one another to higher levels of motiv- 
ation and morality’ (ibid., 20), and results in a 
transforming effect on both leaders and followers. 


Prabuddha Bharata March 2023 


James MacGregor Burns (1918-2014) 


Transformational leadership can be illus- 
trated using the sheep-lion story, related by 
Swami Vivekananda in his lecture on ‘The real 
nature of man’: 


There is a story about a lioness, who was big 
with young, going about in search of prey; and 
seeing a flock of sheep, she jumped upon them. 
She died in the effort; and a little baby lion was 
born, motherless. It was taken care of by the 
sheep and the sheep brought it up, and it grew 
up with them, ate grass, and bleated like the 
sheep. And although in time it became a big, 
full-grown lion, it thought it was a sheep. One 
day another lion came in search of prey and 
was astonished to find that in the midst of this 
flock of sheep was a lion, fleeing like the sheep 
at the approach of danger. He tried to get near 
the sheep-lion, to tell it that it was not a sheep 
but a lion; but the poor animal fled at his ap- 
proach. However, he watched his opportunity 
and one day found the sheep-lion sleeping. He 
approached it and said: “You area lion’ ‘Iama 
sheep, cried the other lion and could not be- 
lieve the contrary but bleated. The lion dragged 
him towards a lake and said: “Look here, here 
is my reflection and yours. Then came the 
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comparison. It looked at the lion and then at 
its own reflection, and in a moment came the 
idea that it was a lion. The lion roared, the bleat- 
ing was gone. You are lions, you are souls, pure, 
infinite, and perfect. The might of the universe 
is within you. ‘Why weepest thou, my friend? 

There is neither birth nor death for thee. Why 

weepest thou? There is no disease nor misery 

for thee, but thou art like the infinite sky; 
clouds of various colours come over it, play for 

a moment, then vanish. But the sky is ever the 

same eternal blue’* 

Identifying ourselves with the physical and 
subtle body is the sheep state. Inquiry into 
our real nature as the Atman is the lion state. 
Enabling others to realise that they are not just 
the body-mind complex, but that they are the 
Atman, is transformational leadership. 

Transformational leadership requires taking 
followers to a higher level and not to a lower 
level. That people can be lifted into their better 
selves is the secret of transforming leadership.’ 
Taking others to a lower level or a worse place 
is a form of manipulation or treating others as 
objects to be used. We could thus distinguish 
between two types of transformational leader- 
ship—authentic transformational leadership or 
moral leadership that takes followers upward, 
and pseudo-transformational leadership that 
takes followers downward. Pseudo-transforma- 
tional leadership is in reality no leadership at all. 

Self-inquiry or an attempt to realise the 
Atman, results immediately in solidarity with all 
beings. The Atman in one person is not different 
from the Atman in another person. The Atman 
is infinite and one. Just as gold appears as the 
various ornaments like bracelets and rings; just as 
mud appears as the various pots, the one Atman 
appears as the various beings in the world. In 
addition, all of us are like branches of the same 
tree. Those who have acquired this higher know- 


ledge will see oneness among the diverse beings 
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in this universe, just as intelligent people will 
first see gold in all the gold ornaments. 


Conclusion 


There is widespread ignorance about leadership 
because most people have confined their edu- 
cation only to the knowledge of the objective 
world. They have not endeavoured to delve into 
the higher knowledge, about the Atman. So long 
as human beings are seen as the body-mind com- 
plex only, and are treated as objects, leadership 
is not possible. Most of those who claim to be 
leaders are only power-holders. 
‘Transformational leadership involves enabling 
followers to lift themselves to a higher level. 
Travelling closer towards realising the Atman 
and understanding one’s oneness with all beings 
is going upward. Enabling followers to move 
closer towards understanding their oneness with 
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all beings is transformational leadership."? o& 
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The Last Days of Josephine MacLeod 


Karl Whitmarsh 


(Continued from the previous issue) 


[From Katharine Whitmarsh, undated, 
probably to Alberta] 


HIS WILL BE MY LAST REPORT. I can’t 
tell you how happy I am that it has been 
possible to keep Tantine out of a home 
until the last. Of all things that she couldn’t 
stand was restriction of any kind. I really think 
she was quite happy until she broke her arm, 
that is as happy as she could be under the cir- 
cumstances. I don’t think she really suffered too 
much at the end as she would drop off to sleep 
all the time and the Doctor assured me that sleep 
is not possible with intense pain. 

The funeral was very beautiful as the chapel 
was small and there were 15 sprays of flowers 
which were lovely. Mother and I gave a blan- 
ket of red and white roses and the girls came 
down from the convent and the boys from the 
monastery and a few friends from the congre- 
gation; so there were enough people. Swami 
Aseshananda conducted the service and paid 
Tantine a very beautiful tribute for her work 
not only in India but in all the branches and 
how fitting it had been for her to end her days 
in the Vedanta home, what a privilege it had 
been to serve her and the great gratitude that 
everyone felt [for her] wonderful work in the 
Vedanta movement. I will try and get a copy to 
send you. The following is part of the announce- 
ment made at the service on Sunday: 

Miss MacLeod met Swami Vivekananda 
when he came to the West, and was greatly 
influenced by his tremendous strength and 


Prabuddha Bharata March 2023 


A portrait of Josephine MacLeod 


personality. She recognized his great love for all 
humanity and his desire to help the suffering 
masses of his own country and after his death, 
devoted her life to that cause. Through her so- 
cial contacts, as well as her own tenacity and 
determination, she was able to influence the 
governors of India to a very great extent for In- 
dia’s permanent good. Not only this; she has also 
done much good here, in her own country, for it 
was because of her generosity that the principal 
works of Swami Vivekananda were circulated 
in the form of the pocket-sized editions of the 
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four books on yoga. She was also instrumental 
in starting the Vedanta work in France, which 
has since spread throughout Europe under the 
leadership of Swami Siddheswarananda. There- 
fore, it is but natural that she should have had the 
opportunity of spending the last few days of a 
most useful life here at the Vedanta Home. Much 
could be said about Tantine—and in the years to 
come much will be said and remembered. 

Many of the Swamis sent flowers, the one in 
South America, the one in Providence, in San 
Francisco. 

One thing I must say is that everyone who 
did serve Tantine felt it a great privilege and I 
include myself in that. 


Announcement from the Vedanta Society 
of Southern California 


It is with profound regret that I must announce 
the death on Friday, October 14, of Miss Jose- 
phine MacLeod, more familiarly known as “Tan- 
tine, who has been living here in the home of the 
Vedanta Society for the past six months. 

Miss MacLeod met Swami Vivekananda 
when he came to the West, and was greatly in- 
fluenced by his tremendous strength and per- 
sonality. She recognized his great love for all 
humanity and his desire to help the suffering 
masses of his own country and after his death, 
devoted her life to that cause. Through her so- 
cial contacts, as well as her own tenacity and 
determination, she was able to influence the 
governors of India to a very great extent for In- 
dia’s permanent good. Not only this; she has also 
done much good here, in her own country, for it 
was because of her generosity that the principal 
works of Swami Vivekananda were circulated 
in the form of the pocket-sized editions of the 
four books on yoga. She was also instrumental 
in starting the Vedanta work in France, which 
has since spread throughout Europe under the 
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leadership of Swami Siddheswarananda. There- 
fore, it is but natural that she should have had 
the opportunity of spending the last few days 
of a most useful life here at the Vedanta Home. 
Much could be said about Tantine—and in the 
years to come much will be said and remem- 
bered, but at this point I can merely state that 
her funeral service will be held on Monday, at 
3 p.m. at the Pierce Bos. Funeral parlor, at 5959 
Santa Monica Blvd., and I sincerely hope that as 
many of you as are able will join us in paying our 
last respects to her memory. 

Oct. 16, 1949 
Dear Kitty, 
Many thanks for your telegram of yesterday. It 
is characteristic of your kindness and your efh- 
ciency that you have arranged to have Tantine’s 
ashes shipped to Chicago earlier than you had 
planned. I do not know just when I shall go there 
to bury them but certainly not before the 24th, 
as on Oct. 23rd I am to preach in NLY. 

I shall of course see your mother, Francis, and 
as many other members of your family as can 
be gathered together. I shall hope to see France, 
but shall certainly talk to her on the telephone. 
I wonder if she will go to Chicago for the burial. 
She told me she would do so, but I can see no 
point in it. I shall try to dissuade her. 

Last evening, I told Mabel MacLeod Ham- 
mond of Tantine’s death. Their fathers were 
brothers, although she is Berta’s [Alberta's] age. 

Tomorrow morning in the monastery church 
here, I shall offer a Mass of requiem for Tantine’s 
loving and turbulent soul. She won't like ‘eter- 
nal rest’ but I suspect it is what her soul (and 
mine!) need. 

Again many thanks, dear Kitty. 

God bless you. 

Spence. 

(To be continued) 
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VEDANTA IN ORIGINAL SANSKRIT 


‘Atma Anatma Viveka’: Discernment 
between Self and Non-Self 


Original in Sanskrit: Sri Shankaracharya 


Translation into English with word to word meaning and copious notes: 


Swami Atmapriyananda 


(Continued from the previous issue) 


WAI AH, Aastra | 


Waa = mumuksutvam Mumuksutvam A 
nama means Ala mokse towards liberation Hada 
atitivra extremely intense FA icchavattvam 
possession of longing 


Mumuksutvam means: possessing extremely in- 
tense longing for liberation.’ 


Notes: 
1. Mumuksutvam: This has been discussed in 


detail under endnote on mumuksutva (See Pra- 
buddha Bharata, April 2022). 


UaeIeaaa:, agla AITITGeaATa: | 
a aafaashtrer:| aM aera: 
HAA ea AeA, TAAAe Heed AT | 


Wd etat this AWaraqeaaha: sadhana- 
catustaya-sampattip fourfold spiritual discipline 
Wal, tadvan one possessing this aaraqereal: 
sadhana-catustaya-sampannab one endowed with 
fourfold spiritual discipline. TA tasya for him 

atmandtmavicare in the intuitive 
reasoning [to discern between] Atman (Self) 
and anatman (non-Self) HfrER: adbikarah eligi- 
bility (qualification) 4a yatha just as : 
brahmacarinab for students (brahmacarins) 
BAMA kartavyantaram other duty AURA ndsti 
is not Tl tathé even so AE asya for this person 
HA anyat other FAA kartavyam duty ARA nasti 
is not 
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This (what has been described above) is four- 
fold spiritual discipline. One endowed with this 
fourfold spiritual discipline is eligible (qualified) 
for [the pursuit of] intuitive reasoning [for the 
discernment of] Atman (Self) and andtman 
(non-Self). Just as for students (brahmacarins)! 
there is no other duty [excepting cultivation of 
knowledge], even so for such a person there is no 
other duty [excepting intuitive reasoning]. 


Notes: 

1. Brahmacarin: A brahmacarin is a novitiate 
living under the close guidance of the Guru in a 
gurukula (a residential institution wherein the 
Guru and the sisyas—the preceptor and the dis- 
ciples, live as a community, closely interacting in 
the teaching-learning process). Among the four 
stages of life, called asramas, the novitiate is said 
to be in the first of the asramas, the brahmacarya 
asrama. The duty of a brahmacarin is clearly de- 
fined as complete devotion to the cultivation of 
knowledge only, to the exclusion of everything 
else, under the guidance of the preceptor. 


2. for such a person there is no other duty: This 
could be taken to mean that one endowed with 
sadhanacatustaya (fourfold spiritual discipline) 
ought to devote oneself to the spiritual practice of 
Sravana-manana-nididhyasana (described in detail 
earlier) for the realisation of the Supreme Truth. 
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SITET ePTAS Teasers ea- 
AM ate aa FAIA ae, Paeg atta Stat wake | 


AITIGEAATA sadhana-catustaya-sampatty- 
abhave in the absence of fourfold spiritual disci- 
pline 4 api even though TERIA erhasthanam 
for householders atmavicare intuitive 
reasoning about the Atman PRIA Atel kriyamane 
sati on performance of 4 tena by that 4AaTa: 
pratyavayab harmful (detrimental) effect ated 
nasti is not feed kintu but, on the contrary, ada 
ativa immense 3X4: sreyah benefit Wald bhavati 
happens. 


In the case of householders, even though they 
may not possess the fourfold spiritual discipline, 
performance of intuitive reasoning about the Atman 
does not [result in] any harmful (detrimental) effect 
but, on the contrary, is immensely beneficial.! 


Notes: 

1. intuitive reasoning about the Atman is 
immensely beneficial: This appears to be a re- 
markable and unique position adopted by Sri 
Sankaracarya who usually upholds sarva-karma- 
sannyasa (renunciation of all actions) leading to 
jfiana as the sine qua non for moksa (liberation). In 
this passage, he seems to take a very liberal view, as 
Swami Vivekananda did in modern times, to open 
up the eligibility for knowledge of Vedanta across 
all sections of society, including householders, irre- 
spective of the so-called preliminary qualifications 
in the form of sadhana-catustaya (fourfold spiritual 
discipline). The idea seems to be that Knowledge 
itself being sacred and purifying, any impurity in 
the Knowledge-seeker will be washed clean by the 
very process of cultivation of knowledge. Thus, the 
process of purification and that of Knowledge-at- 
tainment are, in a sense, cyclic processes, mutually 
reinforcing till the ultimate goal is attained. 


aa “fee fea F FarecheraRrahagzeal_ | 
TRYATA SACHA RM AHS AAA” TAHA Il Re Ul 


Wal yatha as in [the following verse | ]fak fea 4 dine 
dine ca day after day AqeMAANT vedintavicarat by 
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immersion in (reflection on) Vedanta ARRagaA, 
bhaktisamyutat along with devotion Feazsat 
gurususrisaya by service to the Guru (spiritual 
preceptor) Sd, /abdbat through attainment of 
HS krcchra severe austerities waite asiti exten- 
sive [practice] (lit. eighty) %4 phalam result HA, 
bhavet happens 84h ityuktam said to be so. 


As stated in [the following verse]: “By immer- 
sion in (reflection on) the truths of Vedanta, 
coupled with devotion [to the Ideal] and service to 
the Guru (spiritual preceptor), the result of an ex- 
tensive [practice] of severe austerities is obtained.? 


Notes: 

1. the result of an extensive [practice] of 
severe austerities is obtained: This is a eulogy of 
Brahmatmavidya (the knowledge of Brahman- 
Atman), praising it as equivalent to the fruits 
obtained through the severest of austerities 
(krcchra) to show its importance in the lives of 
all seekers of liberation (s*umuksus) irrespect- 
ive of their dsrama (station in life)—brahma- 
carya, garhasthya, vanaprastha, sannyasa (disciple, 
householder, recluse, all-renouncer). Notice the 
beautiful blend of bhakti (devotion) and seva 
(service) with vicdra (intuitive reasoning). The 
following Bhagavadgita verse is relevant in this 


context: stir Wea Baa | sIeealea 
a ad afaaeacekia: tl ‘Know that through 
(your) prostration, inquiry, and service, the wise 
ones who have realized the Truth will impart the 
Knowledge to you. (Gita 4.34, Swami Gambhi- 
rananda’s translation). Atma-vicara (inquiry into 
the Self) and contemplation on the Self are said 
to be life-long practices of a seeker of liberation 
(mumuksu) as in the following oft-quoted verse 
aaa: aad: BIH TAL, \—“Until 
the time of sleep, until the time of death, engage 
[your mind] in Vedantic contemplation. This 
verse has been quoted by Appayya Diksita in his 
famous work Siddhanta Lesa Sangraha, chapter 3, 
and also by Jagadguru Sri Candrasekhara Bharati, 
34th pontiff of Sringeri Sarada Peetha in his com- 
mentary on Sankaracarya’s Vivekacidamani. 

(To be continued) 
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PRABUDDHA BHARATA — 125 YEARS AGO 


Glimpses from the Glorious Past 


The Imprisoned Soul 


(From March 1898 issue) 


HE PLAY OF Hamlet is almost unani- 
mously regarded as the very best of Shake- 
speare’s dramas, and indeed, as one of the 
best productions of human genius in the West. 
Other dramas reveal to us Shakespeare the poet, 
lending the gorgeous colours of his fancy and 
imagination to the varied scenes of life and vivi- 
fying them with his faculty divine, but the ter- 
rible tragedy of Hamlet reveals to us Shakespeare 
the philosopher, ‘whom man does not delight 
nor woman neither’ to whom ‘this overhang- 
ing firmament, this majestical roof fretted with 
golden fire, appears no other thing than a foul 
and pestilential congregation of vapours’ and 
all the uses of the world are ‘weary, stale, flat and 
unprofitable’, while its few pleasures are merely 
as the perfume and suppliance of a minute, and 
who, when called upon to act seriously puts to 
himself the question, which is better ‘to be or 
not to be? ‘whether it is nobler in the mind to 
suffer the stings and arrows of outrageous for- 
tune or to take arms against a sea of troubles and 
by opposing end them. 

This desperate discontentment with the 
world and its uses, which the great dramatist 
has so graphically depicted, is not, as some 
critics fancy, the result ofa morbid temperament 
brought about by the accidents of training, envi- 
ronments, and so forth; and therefore curable by 
more congenial surroundings or what are called 
the healthy influences of home, society, and so 
on. It is not an accident caused by accidents but 
an inevitable stage in the progress of the soul. The 
fault is not in the temperament of the individual, 
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however unhealthy, inconvenient, and danger- 
ous that may be, but in the nature of the sense- 
world itself. Such pessimistic dissatisfaction with 
the phenomenal world simply indicates that the 
imprisoned soul within, has gathered strength 
enough to assert itself. It is the voice of Pro- 
metheus refusing to be bound, the beginning of 
a grand internal revolution in which the bastille 
of the senses is sought to be reduced to dust. It 
marks the vigorous awakening of the inner man 
who was hitherto lying passive and confined in 
his prison cell. 

Indeed, it is impossible for thoughtful men 
to be satisfied with this deceptive world, where 
everything promises so fair and proves so bad. 
We are on all sides surrounded by an infinite net- 
work of deception, everything we love leads us 
into snares and pitfalls, and like the moth which, 
attracted by light rushes into it and dies, so every 
moment we run after pleasures and plot our own 
destruction. Byron rightly said: 

O pleasure, you’re indeed a pleasant thing 

Although one must be damned for you no 

doubt. 

Man enters the world weeping, a significant 
fact which reveals the nature of the whole mortal 
life, as the very first utterances of Shakespeare’s 
heroes at once reveal their respective characters 
in their entirety. 

On account of avidyd, ineffable ignorance, 
we fancy ourselves to be finite little selves sep- 
arate from Brahman, and it is this (false) self- 
hood which is the cause of all suffering, sin, and 
evil, and of all phenomena in the universe. 
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GLIMPSES OF HUMAN VALUES — 5 


When the Divine Lord Protects 


Swami Japananda 


Translated from Hindi by Swami Videhatmananda 


T IS AN INCIDENT that happened in Kathi- 
| awar—the present-day Saurashtra area of 

Gujarat state. It was winter season and the 
cold was intense. That year there was a rare 
cold wave waging in that part. The sannyasin 
was wandering in the Kathiawar region. In the 
Kathiawar state, after proceeding from Bawra, 
there was a small village. On enquiry, the san- 
nyasin learnt of a shortcut way, which goes 
through the forest up to ‘Ghela Somnath’, a 
charmingly beautiful place. 

The historical ‘Ghela Somnath’ was sannya- 
sin’s destination. It is said that when Mahmud 
Ghaznavi plundered Somnath for the last time, 
some priests fled and settled in this forest and 
later, Jasdan Darbar re-established the Som- 
nath temple. But why the place is called “Ghela’? 
There is a difference of opinion on this matter, a 
discussion which is of no relevance here. 

During the winter, the day fades quickly. 
Soon it was evening, but there was moonlight 
in the sky, and sannyasin was in the midst of a 
thick forest! There was no sign of any human 
being—neither a village nor a settlement. The 
sannyasin had strayed from the way. He was 
moving on the forest path with slight worry in 
his mind. He was also thirsty, but where to get 
water? While walking, sannyasin thought that 
if water was found somewhere, he would stay 
there for the night. He had a matchbox with 
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him and there were lots of dry wood and leaves 
in the forest; he could just light a fire and spend 
the night. 

It was late in the night—there were no signs 
of any life, not even the sounds of wild animals. 
An intense silence was pervading all directions. 
Then, a feeble sound of footsteps was heard and 
it seemed that someone was coming towards san- 
nyasin. It was very good because in that case, a 
village must be in the vicinity. A six-foot tall, 
strong man, with a heavy Kathiavadi turban on 
his head and a gun in hand, was coming in front! 
Seeing the sannyasin, he asked from a distance: 
“Who is there?’ 

In response, the sannyasin also asked straight: 
‘Who are you?’ The person immediately pointed 
the gun towards him. The sannyasin understood 
that it was his mistake to ask that man directly 
as if challenging him. Now, what to do? The 
sannyasin was scared, but tactfully asked: “Dear 
brother! Is there any water nearby?’ Uttering 
the word ‘water? water?’ loudly, the sannyasin 
kept walking slowly towards him. When the man 
saw the saffron garb of a monk with no weapon 
except a small stick in hand, he lowered the gun! 
The sannyasin said: ‘Brother, is there any village 
nearby? I am thirsty, need some water and have 
to stay somewhere for the night’ 

The man said: “No, there is no village nearby; 
but a small settlement of farmers is there about 
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a mile away, water can also be found there, but 
where are you going this way?’ 

The sannyasin replied: ‘I have to go to “Ghela 
Somnath”. People said that the path would be 
shorter this way, so I walked on, but... 

The man said: “Yes, you have strayed away 
from the path. This area is full of dense for- 
ests. Jasdan is very near to that farmers’ village, 
and from there “Ghela Somnath” will also be 
nearer. Hold on to this trail and the village will 
be found. 

The sannyasin said: “But brother, Iam a stran- 
ger here, and if I again lose my way, it would be 
a great trouble for me. If you kindly take me and 
put me on the trail, I will be very grateful to you’ 

The man silently thought for a while, and 
said: ‘Come on!’ Keeping the sannyasin in front, 
and carefully holding the gun behind, he went 
on showing the way. There was a small mountain 
river flowing near the village. He said: “That is 
the village, please drink the water, go to the vil- 
lage square, and stay in the guest house. There 
will be danger outside. 

The sannyasin said: “But brother, I am a 
stranger and it is midnight! Who will tell me 
where the guesthouse is? Everyone is lying in 
deep slumber. And then, the dogs may also tear 
me down. 

The man thought for a moment again, and 
said: ‘I will not go into the village, you go by 
the corner route. The Mamaji (maternal uncle) 
of Babra-Darbar has come to collect the crops. 
He is staying at the barn. He will make the 
arrangements. 

And saying ‘Ram-Ram’, the man traced his 
path back towards the forest. 

The sannyasin went the same way as sug- 
gested by the man. Four-five people were sitting 
in the barn, warming themselves by the campfire 
and talking. 

The sannyasin greeted them: ‘Oh brothers, is 
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there Mamaji? Please tell him that a sannyasin 
has come, and wants to stay for the night. 

Mamaji was lying on a cot ina nearby thatched 
hut. As soon as the messenger arrived, he got up. 
After enquiring that whence he had come and 
what was his destination, he asked other people 
to open the door and let the sannyasin in. After 
sitting near the fire, Mamaji asked: “Who told 
you about this place?” When he heard the de- 
scription, Mamaji got extremely nervous! He 
called his people: “Hey, burst the gun, burst the 
gun! Where did he go? Back to the forest!’ 

People began shouting: ‘Fire the gun, fire the 
gun!’ That was, to make a sound by firing a gun! 
The men went on a rampage. Then Mamaji said: 
‘He is a terrible robber; has committed many 
murders and commits robbery off and on! He 
has not harmed you, has he?’ 

The sannyasin replies: “No, no, there is noth- 
ing with me for the robber to take. He just came 
here, showed me the path for a mile, and walked 
away after saluting me, uttering “Ram Ram” 

There was a glimpse of noble human virtues 


PB 


in the robber too. OS 
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The Lengthening Shadow: 125 Years 
of the Ramakrishna Mission 


Srinjay Chakravarti 


(Continued from the previous issue) 


This Exquisitely Narrow Razor 


HRISTOPHER ISHERWOOD, the cele- 

brated author, in his July 1957 foreword 

to Swami Gambhirananda’s History of 

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, 
observed: 

If the Ramakrishna Movement had consisted 
only of contemplatives, leading lives of medita- 
tion in retirement from the world, its abstention 
from politics would not have been so difficult. 
But the Movement has always preserved a dual 
character—contemplative Math and socially 
active Mission. The Mission, with all its hos- 
pitals, schools and relief projects, is necessarily 
involved in the affairs of the world. It has had 
to learn how to accept help and cooperation in 
these projects while refusing to be governed by 
the worldly policies of its helpers. The reader of 
this book will be able to judge for himself how 
great are the difficulties of walking along the 
edge of this exquisitely narrow razor!** 


Swami Gambhirananda points out: 
‘[Swamiji] did not stand for two different ideals 
for the East and the West. Though circumstances 
compelled him to prescribe different remedies 
for the two, he really stood for an integrated life 
both in India and abroad, and the ideal in both 
places was the realisation of God.#? 

Not just the harmony of religions, it is this 
synthesis of the Western and Indian or Oriental 
thought systems that have been a bedrock of 
the Ramakrishna Math and Mission. Turning 
to Isherwood again: 
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One of the basic facts of our epoch is a pro- 
found change in relations between East and 
West, as colonialism is forced to yield to the 
claims of emergent nationalism. ... There are, 
however, forces at work to bring East and West 
together on a new basis of equality, respect, and 
understanding. One of these forces is the Rama- 
krishna Movement, and it is peculiarly well 
fitted for the task because its Founders inten- 
ded, from the beginning, that it should serve 
East and West impartially.°° 


Swami Gambhirananda’s comments acquire 
significance in this context: 


The clear direction of Swami Vivekananda: 
‘Preaching work keeps the vitality of an organi- 
sation in vigour; hence you must never cease 
from preaching work.’ It is this foreign work, 
in the first instance, that brought the Swami 
name, fame, and success in India. Swamiji had 
declared: “The only condition of national life, of 
awakened and vigorous national life, is the con- 


quest of the world by Indian thought.’ 


He (Narendranath) also noted from the 
Master’s talk that although the paths of work 
as worship, devotion to God, meditation on 
the Self, and search for the supreme Reality— 
can each of them lead to liberation, a harmony 
of them is a more natural and easier way for 
the generality of human beings. Narendra, as 
Swami Vivekananda, fulfilled his promise to 
the latter. He employed his oratory for propa- 
gating, from one end of the world to the other, 
his philosophy of practical Vedanta and oneness 
of humanity; he exercised his executive power 
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for planning and moulding the Ramakrishna 
Math and Mission.* 


As of the early 1890s: 


Swami Vivekananda had not worked out any 
detailed plan of his Indian project, though the 
broad outlines were there ... that something 
grand and unique was in the making. He him- 
self knew that the task to which he was ad- 
dressing himself was stupendous, and that its 
fulfilment might take generations. But nothing 
less magnificent could capture Vivekananda’s 
imagination, nor could his mind visualise a less 
noble destiny for his beloved country. Mentally, 
he was engaged in preparing a blueprint for this 
scheme of national reconstruction. 

In Vivekananda’s master-plan, sannyasins 
were to be the vanguard of the new upsurge. 
The Buddhists had made the mistake of open- 
ing the monastic institution to all and sundry, 
and sapping the vitality of the nation by undue 
emphasis on other-worldliness. To remedy this 
evil, latter-day saints had preached the message 
of ‘work and worship. While accepting this, 
Swamiji formulated the more dynamic mes- 
sage of “Work is worship. ... This was some- 
thing revolutionary. To make the other-worldly 
monks serve the world, and to make the so- 
called world-negating Vedanta philosophy serve 
as a vantage ground for inaugurating philan- 
thropic activity, were tasks to which only a 
Vivekananda could address himself. ... 

To complicate matters further, he had to 
convince the people of India that though this 
was a ‘non-sectarian sect; it had some unique 
contributions to make in furtherance of the 
old trends of Hindu thought—contributions 
which justified the setting up of new institu- 
tions under a new nomenclature.>+ 


As Swami Prabhananda put it: ‘[Swamiji] 
wanted root and branch reform, radical but 
sustainable changes having their roots in the 
nation’s cultural tradition. ® 

To comprehend the raison d’tre of the 
Ramakrishna Mission, we need to understand 
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one important point that was emphasised by 
Swamiji, when he ‘traced the development of 
Indian history to reveal the fundamental spiri- 
tual urge directing the national life at every cru- 
cial period of cultural conflict’ 
“To the reformers I will point out that Iam a 
greater reformer than anyone of them. They 
want to reform only little bits. ] want root-and- 
branch reform. Theirs is the method of des- 
truction, mine is that of construction. I do not 
believe in reform, I believe in growth?’ 


In another letter, Swamiji clarifies: “Before 
flooding India with socialistic or political ideas, 
first deluge the land with spiritual ideas.” 

When God incarnated Himself in the human 
form of the Avatar of the Age—Sri Rama- 
krishna—the process itself set forth a tidal wave 
of spirituality, the force of which can be ex- 
pected to work itself out only over the next sey- 
eral centuries. Just as a tsunami is followed by 
wave upon wave, Sri Ramakrishna’s advent has 
generated a succession of innumerable spiritual 
titans, that is, the monks of the Ramakrishna 
Math and Mission. 

I wish to argue that an organisation like the 
Ramakrishna Mission, one that harmonises all 
faiths and religions, could have taken root only 
in the Hindu religion. More specifically, such a 
movement could have organically grown only 
out of a religion, I would like to argue, that is 
rooted in Advaita Vedanta, with its catholicity 
of approach and ecumenical outlook. 

The reason why the Ramakrishna Movement 
has flourished is because of its fundamental ideo- 
logical conceptualisation and its Spatio-tempo- 
ral locationality. To quote the legendary French 
writer Victor Hugo: “Nothing else in the world 
... not all the armies ... is so powerful as an idea 
whose time has come.’® aN 

(To be continued) 
(References on page 407) 
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REVIEWS 


For review in PRABUDDHA BHARATA, 


publishers need to send two copies of their latest publications 


Sri Ramakrishna: 
Sy Rinne ADi e Lif < 
Sit RAMAKRISHNA os ivine Life in 
A Diving Life ta Petures ictures 

Swami 

Chetanananda 


Vedanta Society of 
St Louis, 205 South 
Skinker Boulevard, 
St Louis, Missouri 
65105, USA. ist Edi- 
tion. Website: www.ve- 
dantastl.org. 2021. HB. 
232 Pp. ¢39.95. ISBN 
9780916356118. 


i | editating on the divine life of an Avatar 

(Lila dhyana) is one of the prescribed spiri- 
tual practices which is effective in cleansing our 
minds spiritually. In the history of humankind, 
the life of a divine incarnation couldn’t be cap- 
tured in pictures due to the lack of technological 
advancement. Though there have been paintings 
of the lives of avatars, they involve certain aspects 
of the painter’s imagination. A picture is worth a 
thousand words and visual aids are most effective 
compared to reading and hearing. Hence, to the 
devotees of Sri Ramakrishna, pictures related to 
the divine life of Sri Ramakrishna will go a long 
way in deepening Lila dhyana. With this motive, 
Swami Chetanananda, Minister-in-charge of the 
Vedanta Society of St Louis, has brought out a pic- 
torial biography of Sri Ramakrishna. It is a labo- 
rious and time-consuming task done with ardent 
devotion and dedication. 

This beautifully illustrated book takes us on a 
spiritual journey tracing the vibrant divine life of 
Sri Ramakrishna in pictures and words. Using a 
wide variety of archival prints and photographs 
from the rgth century up to the present, Swami 
Chetanananda follows Sri Ramakrishna from his 
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birth to his Mahasamadhi. It is important to note 
that some of the pictures were captured by the 
author himself. 

The reader is transported back in time to the 
sites where one feels Sri Ramakrishna’s living 
divine presence. Readers will witness the sacred 
precincts of the temple garden of Dakshineswar, 
where the Master led his God-intoxicated life; and 
the places and people he encountered during his 
spiritual journey. The divine play Sri Ramakrishna 
enacted with his disciples and devotees has been 
presented vivid and living in about 639 rare and 
evocative images inserted in the book. These will 
help readers to meditate on his divine presence 
with open eyes. It also brings to life the political 
and cultural atmosphere of Kolkata under British 
India in the r9th century and the ancient vibrant 
spiritual traditions of rural Bengal. 

In addition, Swami Chetanananda, who has 
already as many as 18 books to his credit, gives 
a personal introduction to Sri Ramakrishna, the 
divine incarnation, who demonstrated through 
his life and message that the goal of life is God- 
realisation, and spiritual visions can be had 
through intense yearning and devotion. We also 
learn how Sri Ramakrishna’s broad, all-compre- 
hending vision of the harmony of religions—‘As 
many faiths so many paths’ —has been influencing 
India as well as the whole world from the time of 
his descent on this earth. 

Before this, a pictorial biography of Sri Rama- 
krishna titled ‘Sri Ramakrishna: A Biography 
in Pictures’ was published by Advaita Ashrama, 
which was co-authored by the same author. 
Almost all of the pictures in that book are ren- 
dered in black and white. In this new book, some 
of the old photographs have been rendered in 
colour. Also, many new photographs have been 
added with narratives. 

Br. Pavitrachaitanya 
Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysuru 
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REPORTS 


Headquarters 


The birthday (janma-tithi) of Swami 
Vivekananda was celebrated at Belur Math 
on Saturday, 14 January, with special worship, 
homa, devotional songs and music. Thousands 
of devotees attended the celebration through- 
out the day. Khichuri prasad was served to about 
15,000 devotees. Swami Divyanandaji presided 
over the meeting held in the afternoon. 


News of Branch Centres 


On 1 January, Srimat Swami Suhitanandaji 
Maharaj, Vice-President, Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission, inaugurated the newly built 
classrooms at the high school run by Ramakrishna 
Mission Ashrama, Visakhapatnam. 

A bronze statue of Swami Vivekananda in 
Hasnabad area, installed on the initiative of 
Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Taki, was 
unveiled on 4 January by Sri Partha Bhowmick, 
Minister of Irrigation and Waterways, Govern- 
ment of West Bengal, in the presence of Swami 
Suvirananda, General Secretary, Ramakrishna 
Math and Ramakrishna Mission, a few MLAs 
and other dignitaries. The General Secretary 
spoke on the occasion. 

Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Memo- 
rial, Porbandar celebrated its silver jubilee from 
7 to 10 January with a series of programmes that 
included a youths’ convention, a spiritual re- 
treat, a public meeting, devotional music, and 
discourses. A commemorative volume was also 
released on the occasion. In all, 1,350 people 
attended the programmes. 

Sri Bratya Basu, Minister for Education, Gov- 
ernment of West Bengal, inaugurated the Centre 
for Human Excellence and Social Sciences, at 
Ramakrishna Mission Centre for Human Ex- 
cellence and Social Sciences, New Town, Kol- 
kata (Viveka Tirtha), on 11 January. Srimat Swami 
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Smarananandaji Maharaj, President, Ramakrishna 
Math and Ramakrishna Mission, along with 
Swami Gautamanandaji (Vice-President), Swami 
Suhitanandaji (Vice-President), Swami Bhaja- 
nanandaji (Vice-President), the General Secre- 
tary, and others attended the programme. On the 
same day, the following units were also inaugu- 
rated: (1) a yoga hall and a meditation hall by 
Revered President Maharaj, (2) a computer centre 
by Swami Gautamanandaji, and (3) a state-of-art 
book showroom by Swami Suhitanandaji. 

On the occasion of the Gangasagar Mela, 
Ramakrishna Mission Seva Pratishthan hos- 
pital extended round-the-clock medical service 
on the Mela grounds from 10 to 16 January. In 
all, 8,268 patients were treated, out of which 233 
received indoor medical care. Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion Ashrama, Manasadwip provided board and 
lodging to 548 pilgrims at its unit in Gangasagar. 
The centre also took part in the religious pro- 
grammes arranged by the local administration. 

Ramakrishna Math, Baghbazar, Kolkata, ob- 
served the 125th year of publication of its Bengali 
magazine Udbodhan at Girish Mancha, a nearby 
public auditorium, on 15 January. The General 
Secretary, a few distinguished monks, and an 
eminent Bengali litterateur addressed the gath- 
ering consisting of 900 devotees. A commemora- 
tive book and a special issue of the magazine were 
also released on the occasion. The programme 
ended with a classical music performance. 

A statue of Swami Vivekananda was unveiled 
on the ITI campus of Ramakrishna Mission 
Ashrama, Asansol on 21 January. 

Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narainpur 
inaugurated a school building at its Kachchapal 
tribal development centre on 22 January. 

As part of its year-long golden jubilee celebra- 
tions, Ramakrishna Mission, Narottam Nagar 
held a public meeting on 23 January, the sacred 
birthday of Swami Brahmanandaji Maharaj. 
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The General Secretary, Deputy Chief Minister 
of Arunachal Pradesh Sri Chowna Mein, State 
Minister for Public Health Engineering and 
Water Supply Sri Wangki Lowang, a few MLAs, 
senior government officials, including the State 
Chief Secretary, and about 2,000 devotees and 
admirers took part in the celebration. On this 
occasion, a twelve-foot statue of Bhagavan Bud- 
dha was unveiled on the centre’s campus. 

Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Deoghar 
concluded its year-long centenary celebration 
with a public meeting on 28 January. Swami 
Girishanandaji presided over the meeting which 
was addressed by two judges, the local MLA, and 
a few other dignitaries. 

The Narendrapur off-campus centre of 
Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educa- 
tional and Research Institute (RKMVERI, 
deemed university) was adjudged the ‘Best 
Centre of All India Network Programme on 
Organic Farming’ by the Indian Council of Agri- 
cultural Research (ICAR)—Indian Institute of 
Farming Systems Research, Modipuram, Meerut. 

Two doctors attached to Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion Seva Pratishthan hospital received the best 
paper and the best poster prizes at the All India 
Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology held in 
Kolkata from 4 to 8 January. 

A student of Ramakrishna Mission Vidya- 
mandira (EMRS), Jhargram school secured a 
silver medal in the high jump event and another 
student a bronze medal in the running race at the 
National Meet of the Eklavya Model Residential 
Schools held in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, from 
17 to 22, December. 

A student of class 3 of Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion, Imphal school won a gold medal in the 
National Archery Championship held at Vijaya- 
wada from 7 to 16 January. 

Twenty-one students of class 11 of Rama- 
krishna Mission Vidyalaya, Narendrapur 
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received the Junior Scholarship Award and six 
others obtained the Junior Encouragement 
Award in the Junior Scholarship Test, 2022, con- 
ducted by Jagadish Bose National Science Talent 
Search, Kolkata. Further, the Vidyalaya won the 
Best School Award for the excellent performance 
of its students in the competition. Students of 
Ramakrishna Mission Boys’ Home, Rahara 
school also took part in the same competition 
and won six Junior Scholarship Awards. Besides, 
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the school won the Special Award. aS 


(Continued from page 404) 
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Errata 


In page no. 265 of January 2023 issue of Pra- 
buddha Bharata, it is to be read that Dr Satish 
K Kapoor, author of the article, is the former 
principal of Lyallpur Khalsa College and former 
Registrar of DAV University, Jalandhar (Pun- 
jab), and not the present, as mentioned. This 
inadvertent error is regretted.—Editor 
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Dear Devotees and Friends, 


We, devotees of Sri Ramakrishna at Dharmapuri District, Tamil Nadu, have the vision 
of constructing a Universal Temple for Sri Ramakrishna in Dharmapuri. This Temple is 
designed to be constructed in pyramid shape using mainly natural materials like wood, 
metal, and tiles made up of clay etc. This temple complex will have monks’ quarters, 
devotees’ guest house, dormitories for trainees, multipurpose hall, staff quarters, kitchen 
and dining block, security booth and entrance 
gate, common toilets, a restroom for drivers, 
staff restroom, book shop, coffee shop, service 
buildings, and also a watchtower. 

This temple complex will serve as a place 
of Worship and Retreat Centre for the devotees 
and the public. It will also be a Training Centre 
for the youth. Training for the youth is designed | 
so as to bring about all-round development of 
their personality — physical, mental, emotional, wa 
intellectual, and spiritual. This will help them io 
to achieve their goals and become good leaders. Sti Ramakrishna Universal Temple, 

Srimat Swami Gautamanandaji Maharaj, DOOD Eke ED Share 
Vice-president, Ramakrishna Math and Mission, laid the Foundation Stone for the Temple 
on 01-02-2019, Friday morning, at 9:30 a.m. The Temple complex has a serene spiritual 
atmosphere and is free from pollution. It is an abode of peace. 

No great work can be done without sacrifice. This Temple complex is meant for the 
development of society. We all should unite together and contribute generously through 
the means of Manpower, Materials, and Money. Hence, we kindly request you to come 
forward to help us establish this temple and through that, get the blessings of the Holy 
Trio. 


Donation is exempted under section 80G of the Income Tax Act as per unique regn. 
number ABBTS6987NE2016- dt. 24.09.2021. 
Our Income Tax PAN is ABBTS6987N. 
Donation can be made using direct bank transfer through NEFT / RTGS 
Account Name: Sri Ramakrishna Foundation, Dharmapuri, SB A/C No: 7067922519 
Indian Bank, Nallampalli Branch, IFSC Code: IDIBOOONO35 
Sister Vasantha Rani 
President 


Sri Ramakrishna Foundation 


Regd.office: Sri Ramakrishna nagar, 

Swami Vivekananda College of Nursing Campus, Jettihalli post, 
Adhiyamankottaikootu road, Dharmapuri - 636 807 

Contact :9486908430, Email Id - srkfdharmapuri@gmail.com 
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RAMAKRISHNA SARADA MISSION 
SISTER NIVEDITA GIRLS’ SCHOOL 


5, Nivedita Lane, Kolkata - 700003 
Phone : +91-33-25541516, www.sisterniveditagirlsschool.org 


AN APPEAL 


Dear devotees and _ well-wishers, 

Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Sister 

Nivedita Girls' School is a 124-year-old 

institution steeped in history, heritage, and 

rich learning traditions. Located in North 

Kolkata, it is a philanthropic and non-prof- 

,, table Unaided Private School imparting 

primary and secondary education to girls. 

Inspired by Swami Vivekananda, his illus- 

trious disciple, Sister Nivedita founded this 

school with the blessings of Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi on 13th 
November 1898 in Bagbazar, North Kolkata. 


Presently, the total number of students in the school is more than 1000. 
Our immediate and pressing need is to raise 15 crores for the 
infrastructural development and support of Sister Nivedita Girls’ School. 


It would be of great help if you could assist us to raise funds in our 
pursuit of Sister Nivedita’s noble work and dream. 


Yours in the service of Holy Mother, 
Pravrajika Devaprana, Secretary 


For sending cheques/drafts, bank transfers and related queries, 
write to sisterniveditaoffice@gmail.com 
or call at 70036 12148 / 98308 68426 
Costing: 


The Peerless General Finance & Investment Company Limited 
Peerless Bhavan, 3 Esplanade East, Kolkata 700 069 | 2 
Ph: 033 2248 3001, 2248 3247 | Fax: 033 2243 5339 Peer ess 
Website: www.peerless.co.in | E-mail: feedback @ peerless.co.in ' 
CIN: U66010WB1932PLC007490 


SINT TRAVWIUNRIRISISUNAN ‘ 
SIU ARV AINIAWNA\ 
so Ma Jyourgamaya 


ELECON POWER INFRASTRUCTURE P PVT LID} 


e Electrical & Fire monitoring system engineers. 

e Consultant and Government licenced Engineers 

e Engaged in the electrification of National Capital Region 
(Delhi Under BSES Rajdhani and Yamuna Power Ltd & 
Greater Noida under Noida Power Company Ltd) 


Registered Office: Corporate Branch: “ 
4/2A Siraj Ud. arani ilokri (1 ad 
Sante SG hi 110 
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Newly Launched 
Prabuaddha sharata Internet Grchives 


Prabuddha Bharata Archives - Year 2021 
B me ad 
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We are pleased to announce — in celebration of Prabuddha Bharata’s 
125th anniversary — the launch of Prabuddha Bharata Archives. This 
reader-friendly interface will enable scholars, devotees, and general 
readers to easily search and find any article or book review by title 
word, or author which has been published in Prabuddha Bharata since 
its inception in 1896. 

Approximately five lakh pages of the journal have already been 
uploaded to this search portal for the benefit of the general public and 
research scholars. 


To access the Prabuddha Bharata archives, please go to the following 
link https://prabuddhabharataarchives.advaitaashrama.org for further 
details. 


Biaaee20ehee 
a Ge == = = 


€N @PPE@L 


Dear Devotees and Friends, 
We are pleased to inform you that Ramakrishna Math, 
Ahmedabad has been officially started as a branch-centre of 
Ramakrishna Math, Belur Math, Howrah (W.B.), which was founded 
by Swami Vivekananda himself. 
In order to realize the great twin-ideals of ‘Atmano 
Mokshartham Jagat Hitaya Cha’ laid out by Swami Vivekananda, 
the Ramakrishna Math, Ahmedabad has acquired 7.5 acres of land 
at Lekhamba Village, Taluka from devotees and donors. It aims to 
establish a magnificent Ramakrishna Math on that site. 
To enhance the scope of the present Spiritual and Service 
activities, and to build India as the nation of Swamiji’s dreams, 
we hereby appeal all friends, devotees, well-wishers, trusts and 
corporate bodies to give their maximum whole-hearted contribution so that these projects can 
be completed at the earliest. 
Estimated cost for Ashram Development—Phase | 
Area Development / Filling 0.50 Crores 
Compound Wall / Fencing 1.20 
RCC Roads / Paver Block Roads 1.00 
Rain water Management 0.50 
Office/security Guard & Garden staff Area 0.30 
Monks’ Quarter Ph. 1 with Temporary Prayer Hall 1.50 
Kitchen/Dining/ service staff Rooms 0.50 
Bhakt Niwas 0.40 
Landscape / Garden Development 0.50 
. Water system / sewage Treatment 0.30 
Furniture/ Fixtures/ Electrical/Solar/ IT Network/ RNV etc. 0.50 
Medical services (Medical service van etc.) 0.30 
Electrical Power supply 0.20 
others / Miscellaneous work 0.30 
Phase-I: Total 8.00 
Phase-II Future Plans: Ramakrishna Universal Temple, Auditorium, 
Educational Institute, students’ Hostel, Healthcare Facility, 
Vivekananda Museum, Total Landscape and Garden, 75.00 Crores 
Final Phases of Monks’ Quarters/Dining/ kitchen/ 
Service staff Residence, Bhakt Niwas etc. 
The contribution made in favour of ‘Ramakrishna Wath, Ahmedabad’ is exempted from 
Income Tax u/s 80G of IT Act,1961. 
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Yours in Sri Ramakrishna 
Swami Prabhusevananda, 
Adhyaksha, 
Ramakrishna Math, Ahmedabad 


Ramakrishna Math, Ahmedabad 

(A Branch of Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, Howrah, W.B.) 
A-202/203, I<alyan Towers, Opp. Alpha one Mall, 

vastrapur, Ahmedabad 380 054, Gujarat 

E-mail: ahmedabad@rkmm.org, Web: ahmedabad.rkmm.org 
Cell: +91 701 609 31261 +91 884 987 3347 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA ADVAITA ASHRAMA 
(A Branch of Ramakrishna Math, P.O. Belur Math) 
Ashrama Road, Kalady 683 574, Ernakulam Dist., Kerala 
Email: kalady@rkmm.org, Website: www.kalady.rkmm.org 
Ph: 0484 2462345 


APPEAL TO THE DEVOTEES AND WELL-WISHERS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO INSTALL 
A BRONZE STATUE OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA WITHIN A NEW GARDEN ON 
THE ASHRAMA PREMISES. 


Dear Devotees / Well-wishers, 


Swami Vivekananda represents spiritual values, 
harmony and Indian cultural awareness all over 
the world. According to Rabindranath Tagore “If 
you want to know India, study Vivekananda. In 
him, there is everything positive and nothing 
negative”. Therefore, in order to honour the 
legacy of Swami Vivekananda, a bronze statue 
and garden has been planned in our ashrama 
premises. This would be the first statue of 
Swami Vivekananda in Kalady area. 


Se 


Vivekananda Garden and bronze statue will be 
a point of entry for the general public's spiritual 


The monument and garden shall make it possible replenishment. 


for anyone to come in contact with Divinity, 
remember Swamiji and find a new source of 
strength and inspiration from Him. It will help 
us to carry forward the legacy of Swami 
Vivekananda and inspire the future generations 


Sri Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama Kalady, is one of 
the oldest centres of the Ramakrishna Order. It was 
Started by Swami Agamanadaji Maharaj in the 
holy birth place of Sri Adi Sankaracharya in the 


especially the youth to learn about His life and 
message. Our temple, library and bookstore are 
adjacent for all visitors to experience more of the 
teachings, life and Sangha of the Holy Trio. The 
total project cost is about Rs.30 lakh Rupees. 


year 1936. The Centre has Universal Temple of 
Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Brahmanandodayam 
Schools with about 1800 students, A gurukulam for 
boys, Swami Vivekananda Computer Training and 
Typewriting Institute, Sarada Book Stall and A 
Public Library. 


We kindly appeal to benevolent devotees and people to come forward and be a part of this noble project 
and contribute generously for creating this garden and monument in the immediate vicinity of 
Bhagavatpada Sri Shankaracarya's birth place. 


Donations are eligible for tax exemptions under Sec. 80G of IT Act. Donations are accepted only when accompanied 
with these details: your PAN number, Aadhar number and Postal Address. (PAN number is mandatory for donations 
Rs.10,000/- or above). Donations may be sent either 
A. By Cheque / Bank Draft in favor of "Sri Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama" to the above address along with 
your covering letter stating the purpose of donation 
B. By electronic transfer. To know the Ashrama Account details kindly mail your PAN and Aadhar numbers to 
kalady@rkmm.org or call the Math Office phone 0484-2462345 between 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 


May the blessings of Bhagavan Sri Ramkrishna be on you is my earnest prayer to HIM. 


Yours in the service of Sri Ramakrishna, 
Swami Srividyananda 
Adhyaksha 
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Update of Construction work of Advaita Ashrama’s 
New Building - January 2023 


Dear Donors, Friends and Well-wishers, 
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You are aware that the construction work of Advaita Ashrama’s 

\ new building in Kolkata had commenced in the month of May 2022. In 

the last seven months, we have been able to finish the major part of 

piling work of both the wings (almost 90 %). The pile capping work for 

the “B” wing has also been completed. In short, the foundation work for 

“B” wing is almost done. Very soon the structure above the plinth level 
(for “B” mune) will be raised. 
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Till date we have 

=] spent Rs. 4,17,97,044.00 

(Rupees four crore 

seventeen lakh ninety 

seven thousand and 

"| forty four only) for the 

WW above work. All this 

has been made _ pos- 

sible by the generous 

Si) and munificent dona- 

: == tions made by thou- 

sands of well-wishers and noble souls like you, who have been great 
supporters of Swami Vivekananda and his mission. 

You may recall that out of the total outlay of Rs. 42 crores, Advaita 
Ashrama had collected Rs. 17 crores over several years before the project 
had started. We had appealed to devotees, friends, well-wishers and the 
public for another 25 crores for the completion of this project. So far we 
have received donations amounting to Rs. 2,08,64,532.00 (Rupees Two 
crore eight lakh sixty four thousand five hundred and thirty two only) 
from numerous devotees and well-wishers. 

We take this opportunity to thank you all heartily for your invalu- 
able support. May the blessings of Sri Ramakrishna be on all of you, is 
our heartfelt prayer. 


W000) 


‘fl 
kL 


3 
be 


in he | Wi \ 


ZZ 
33 


— 
a A 8 
SF. 


Ct 
a a, a SE 


Yours in Sri Ramakrishna 
Swami Shuddhidananda 
(Adhyaksha, Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati/Kolkata) 


ee 
1 


MT 
¢ 


Ag wh 
|e 
it 


| 


— SS _ 
—— a a a as ia 
vin ‘loving m memory of Dr. Rina Bhar —Dr. Gopal Cha Chandra Bhar® - 
Printed and Published by Swami Vedavratananda on behalf of Ramakrishna Math and printed at Gipidi 
Box Co., 3B Chatu Babu Lane, Kolkata 700 014 and published from Advaita Ashrama, 5 Dehi Entally Road, 
Kolkata 700 014. Editor: Swami Vireshananda 


68 


ISSN 0032-617 


R.N. 2585/1957 REGISTERED Postal Registration No. 
Kol RMS/96/2022-24 
Published on 1 March 2023 


9"770032"617002 


The best guide in life is strength. In religion, 
as in all other matters, discard everything 
that weakens youj/have nothing to do 
with tt. 


—Swam Vivekananda 
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Ree Off. & Fact. : Plot No. 88 & 89, Phase-11._ 

Sipcot Industrial Complex. Ranipet-632 403, Tami Nadu. 
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E-mail : rao@svisslabss.net Website : www.svisslabss.net 
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